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It is obviously unfair and possibly uncritical to regard 
men of letters as the custodians of public morals or the 
prime inculcators of idealism, yet the almost complete 
silence of the contemporary authors in the face of the busi¬ 
ness rapacity and political corruption of the Gilded Age 
saddens the heart.* 
So writes Oscar Cargill. But there was one poet of the time — 
a major one, too—who was not silent "in the face of the business 
rapacity and political corruption of the Gilded Age.* That poet was 
William Vaughn Moody. It is therefore the general purpose of this 
thesis to reveal that Moody was neither silent nor diffident, neither 
blind nor insensate to the cataclysmic changes, shattering problems, 
and diabolical greed of his day. Furthermore a close examination 
of Moody's character and works shows a perspicacious, courageous 
search for the meaning of life and true reality. This quest rendered 
him an opponent to values purely material, an enemy to chicanery and 
exploitation, a severe critic of shortsightedness and hypocrisy, a 
sober counselor to his country in a climatic period of adjustment. 
Hot a wrathful Jeremiah nor a cynical Jonathan Swift, he was firm 
in his optimism, believing in the ultimate triump of good. He was 
no muckraker but he was uncompromising in exposing vice and neglect. 
The untowardness of life he felt could be successfully met with 
courage, forthrightness, and a balanced application of Christian 
and democratic ideals. Thus it is shown in this study that Moody 
^scar Cargill, ed., The Social Revolt: American Literature 
from 1888 to 1914 (Hew York, p. 1. 
ii 
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not only spoke out rigorously against the ills of his day but offered, 
along idealistic lines, challenging solutions and noble counsel. 
In order to show the dimension and nature of the current 
American problems and ills to which Moody reacted, it was considered 
fitting to surrey the situation in Chapter I. This chapter briefly 1 
sets forth some of the major problems and changes which America 
faced from 1865 to 1910; Chapter II shows Moody's reactions to 
America's adjustment to imperialism and wholesale materialism and 
to their concomitant problems; Chapter III explains Moody's ideas 
on science, philosophy, and religion as these relate to man and his 
adjustment to modern cirilization. In both Chapters II and III, 
Moody's prose and poetry are used to rereal the poet's civic 
attitude and moral reflections. 
Secondary sources such as David D. Henry, William Vaughn Moody: 
A Study. Robert Morss Lovett, "Introduction," Selected Poems of 
William Vaughn Moody. Walter Fuller Taylor, A History of American 
Letters. Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Political and Social Growth 
of the United States. 1852-1913. II, Arthur Kreymborg, Our Singing 
Strength, and Charles and Mary Beard, The Ris<j> of ^me.rîc.an 
Civilization, proved of inestimable value to the writer of this 
thesis, both as confirmation and as stimulating points of departure 
for personal observation. Acknowledgment is hereby given to these 
sources and to many others too numerous to mention in this preface. 
However, the writer wishes to express special gratitude to, first, 
Mr. C. A. Bacote, Professor of History, Atlanta University, for his 
helpful advice in shaping the historical background of this thesis; 
ir 
second, Mrs. Thomas D. Jarrett, Beference Librarian, Atlanta University, 
for her unstinted aid in securing periodicals on Moody; third, the 
Chief Librarian at the University of Chicago, for placing at the 
writer's disposal the Moody Papers and other valuable unpublished 
material which threw light upon the works and efforts of the author; 
and, last, to the director of this thesis, Mr. G. Lewis Chandler, 
Professor of English, Morehouse College and Atlanta University, for 
his unusual patience, encouragement, and high ideals of scholarship. 
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CHAPTER I 
SOME BASIC PROBLEMS IS AMERICA: 1865-1910 
It is the purpose of this chapter to discuss three Basic problems 
which America had to face after the Civil War. First, there was the 
problem of the Reconstruction of the South; second, the expansion of 
the West, coupled with a growing industrial and scientific economy; 
and, third, a growing imperialistic tendency on the part of the 
American government and capitalists. In order to understand Moody's 
reaction to these basic problems, it seems necessary to sketch their 
nature and their concomitant effects. 
Of the many perplexing problems with which Post Civil War 
America was confronted, the chief one was that of Reconstruction.^ 
The civil conflict left the nation in a state of chaos and confusion, 
however, since the South proved to be the battleground for the War, 
it was this area that suffered the greatest social and political 
maladjustment. Poor and rich, alike, suffered from the social dis» 
order and economic destruction caused by the rampaging armies of the 
Union forces. Such devastating conditions made the South a "political 
plum" for undesirable elements from the North. In the wake of such 
political disorganization, new unscrupulous factions, called carpet¬ 
baggers, sprang up and seized the local governments. Schlesinger, a 
political historian, describes.these carpetbaggers as ambitious 
Northerners who, packing all their worldly goods presumably in a 
1 Charles A. Beard and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American 
Civilization, rev. ed. (New York, 1936), p. 5^» 
2 
carpet tag, had. gone South for purposes of revenue only. Allied with 
them were a small number of Southern whites—the detested Scalawags— 
who had forsaken their neighbors to espouse the Eadical cause. The 
bulk of the colored members were of little consequence save as pawns 
in the hands of white or black leaders.* 
These ambitious men, after military rule was withdrawn, resorted 
to undemocratic tactics: 
Most exasperating of all was the conduct of the new state 
governments installed when armed rule was withdrawn. These 
governments were dominated by Carpetbaggers in the higher 
offices, by Scalawags and Uegroes in the lower. In the 
seven states reconstructed in 1868, four of the governors 
and ten of the United States Senators had never seen their 
respective commonwealths before the war....2 
The implication here is that al!i former local officials were kept 
out of office with no vestige or privilege of self-rule; that persons 
of foreign extraction made the laws, and that undesirable local 
white persons, aligned with ignorant, newly freed Uegroes took the 
reins of government. As a further indication of this sort of tyranny, 
James S. Pike, a Northern newspaperman describes the lawmakers of 
Calhoun's state, South Carolina .fas follows: 
The Speaker is black, the Clerk is black, the chairman 
of the Ways and Means is black, and the chaplain is cold- 
blackrrrrEveryone esteems himself as good as his neighbor, 
and puts in his oar, apparently as often for love of riot and 
confusion as for anything else. Underneath all this shocking 
burlesque upon legislative proceedings...there is something very 
real to this uncouth and untutored multitude....Seven years 
ago these men were raising corn under the whip of an overseer. 
Today they are raising points of order and questions of privilege. 
....It is their day of jubilee.3 
^Arthur Meir Schlesinger, Political and Social Growth of the 
United States: 1852-1933 (New York, 193^). II. 113* 
2Ibid.. p. 117• 
3lbid., pp. 117-118. 
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In the midst of all these difficulties, however, the Reconstruction 
governments in the South accomplished three notable things: (l) 
Democratic government, (2) free public schools, and (3) new social 
legislation.^- 
Refusing to recognize the constructive qualities in such govern¬ 
ments, whites began to organize secret orders to remove this menace 
from their land. Schlesinger shows the manner in which they did it: 
Southern whites, trained in a different social philosophy, 
stood aghast at the social and political chaos that threatened 
to engulf everything in life most dear to them. ...They there¬ 
fore resorted to the mode of secret terroristic resistance 
which oppressed peoples are apt to employ against tyrannical 
rulers. The use of violence became more frequent as time 
passed, culminating in midnight visitations of floggings, 
maimings, and even death. Criminal bands, too, found it 
convenient to don disguises for purposes of loot or private 
vengeance. ^ 
*•¥. £. Burghardt DuBois, Black Folk Then And TTnw (Hew York, 1939). 
p. 210. Because Hegro officials were at the helm of the government 
in some states, and assisting in others, does not mean that they 
were totally inefficient in their management of state and local affairs. 
Illiteracy did not blind them to their inherent natural and constitu¬ 
tional rights of personal liberty, the right to vote, and to have 
representation in government, as shown in this statement by a noted 
scholar of history and Reconstruction. He says: 
The chief charges against these labor and Negro governments 
are extravagance, theft, and incompetency of officials. There 
is no serious charge that these governments threatened civili¬ 
zation or the foundations of social order. The charge is that 
they threatened property and that they were inefficient. 
These charges are undoubtedly in part true; but they are 
often exaggerated. Ibid.. p. 208. 
2Arthur M. Schlesinger, on. cit.. pp. 118-119• 
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In defiance of the Carpetbag and Negro governments, then, the 
Xu Xlux Xian, and many other terrorist organizations sprang into violent 
activity. Allan levins has this to say of the Xian: 
Hone of these bodies is more picturesque than the Xu 
Xlux Xian. First organized, in 1866, in Pulaski, Tennessee, 
it spread rapidly to other states....The activities of the 
night riding members, disguised with robes and masks, at 
once attracted national attention. Primarily an agency 
for terrifying unruly blacks and disciplining troublesome 
Carpetbaggers, the Xian accomplished, especially at the outset, 
certain healthy objects. It was really needed in those com¬ 
munities where the Negroes were heavily predominant and had 
fallen under the sway of malevolent white men.* 
As a result of the violent opposition to the Reconstructed 
governments under the control of Carpetbaggers, Scalawags, and Negroes, 
Southern governments, following the removal of the military, were 
unable to stand; and lawlessness reached dangerous heights. The wits 
of the Federal Government were taxed to the utmost with this and other 
problems of Reconstruction. One other of these problems was connected 
with the protection and the education of the ex-slaves. 
To protect Negroes, therefore, a -Freedmen* s Bureau was proposed 
with duties as follows: (l) To oversee the making and enforcement 
of wage contracts to freedmen; (2) to appear in the courts as the 
freedmen's friends; (3) to furnish the freedmen with a minimum of land 
and capital; (4) to establish free schools; and (5) to provide relief 
hospitals and outdoor relief stations.^ 
^Allan Nevins, The Emergence of Modern America: 1865-1878, 
A History of American Life (New York. 1928), Till, 350. 
For further information concerning the early action of the 
Xian in the other Southern states, consult the following: 
C. V. Ramsdell, "Reconstruction in Texas," Columbia Univer¬ 
sity Studies. XXXVI, 219; A.A. Taylor, The Negro in South Carolina 
(Washington, 1924), p. 189; J.W. Garner, Reconstruction in 
Mississippi (New York, 1901), P« 287? Ku Xlux Xian Report, I, 20 ff. 
^W.S.B. DuBois, op. cit., pp. 206-207 * 
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Schlesinge* says the so-called Freedmen’s Bureau lent aid to 
those newly emancipated slaves, hut also tried to impress upon them 
that freedom did not mean idleness; 
After some delay, Congress in March, I865, established 
the so-called freedmen’s bureau, charged for the period 
of the war and a year thereafter with the duty of relieving 
distress among refugees and freedmen, and of alloting them 
land from abandoned estates (not to exceed forty acres) at 
a low rental, with the privilege of eventual purchase.... 
At a time when they were dazed and distracted by their 
new-found liberty, unprepared for its responsibilities, 
the bureau strove to impress them with the idea that free¬ 
dom did not mean idleness, and to assist them in their deal¬ 
ings with the former master class.^ 
In order to restore the politically disorganized governments, 
Congress, by the Acts of March 2 and March. 23, 1867, laid down the 
lines on which the process of reconstruction was to be effected. 
The chief end of the Reconstruction Acts was political—to give the 
Regro the ballot in the ten Southern States which had rejected the 
proposed Fourteenth Amendment.^ it is evident that the South was 
socially and politically disorganized. The deplorable conditions, the 
political confusion, and the methods of intimidation attest to this 
fact. But, economically, the South lay in as much confusion as she did 
socially and politically. Schlesinger shows some of the problems that 
affected her economic status: 
*A.M. Schlesinger, or?, cit.. p. 104. About the Bureau, 
Schlesinger says further: 
In its eventual four and a half years of existence, it 
issued 15,000,000 rations to freedmen, gave medical care to a 
million and expended more than $5»0°0>0°0 on colored schools. 
That it speeded the process of social reorganization cannot be 
doubted, though the subordinate officers often proved &rouble- 
makers, doing much to antagonize white sentiment as well as to 
raise rainbow hopes in the breasts of the untutored blacks. Ibid. 
2William Archibald Dunning, Essays on the Civil War and 
Reconstruction and Related Tonics, (Rew York. 1898). UP. 138-139: 143 . 
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Hot only the political hut the economic fabric of the 
South had to he remade as a result of var. A transition had 
to he effected from a semifeudal order of society based on 
slavery to a modern system based on labor....Besides the 
direct damages inflicted on towns, railways and the like, 
whole fortunes had been wiped out by the collapse of Confederate 
bonds and currency and the confiscation of slave property, 
plantations had fallen into ruin, and land depreciated to half 
its pre-war value. * 
Nevertheless, the great planters attempted to re-establish agri¬ 
culture on its former large scale basis with inevitable failure, due 
principally to borrowed capital, excessive taxation by the Carpetbag 
governments, and irresponsible Negro labor. Their salvation seemed 
2 
possible only through a break-up of the great estates. 
The Tederal government, having tried to relieve some of the polit¬ 
ical, social, and economic problems of the South, still faced the problem 
of restoring some of the rebellious states to the Union. President 
Andrew Johnson declared his acceptance of the governments of Virginia, 
Tennessee, Louisiana, and Arkansas, and, on May 29, 1865, issued a 
proclamation with reference to the remaining states, which revealed his 
essential agreement with Lincoln's course. The proclamation contained 
the following directives: 
■^A.M. Schlesinger, on. cit., p. 122. 
2 lb id .v. Schlesinger says the great planters often retained control 
of the property in this way: 
Most of the farmers were tenants and in the process of 
paying for their land, and in many cases the landlord, through 
his control over them, managed a whole group of farms as a 
unit, thus preserving many of the economic benefits of large- 
scale production. Tenants, under financial pressure, often 
borrowed from local money lenders, in anticipation of their 
harvest. This 'lazy descent into hell1' as Pen Tillman called 
it, plunged many into a mire of debt peonage from which 
extrication was heartbreakingly difficult. Ibid. 
While excluding certain additional classes from 
amnesty, he directed that constitutional conventions he 
held as speedily as practicable on the basis of a loyal 
white suffrage...that they should declare invalid the 
ordinances of secession and repudiate their war debts, 
and that their first legislatures should ratify the pend¬ 
ing Thirteenth Amendment.! 
As a further check on the remaining states,^ not restored to the 
Union, Congress insisted that they ratify the Fifteenth Amendment. 
This amendment, a purely radical creation, provided that, 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any state on account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude.3 
Its adoption was urged as the only sure way of establishing 
Uegro suffrage left optional in the previous amendment.^ 
With the problem of Reconstruction of the South, Congress was 
faced with a concomitant problem-even more far-reaching in its 
ramifications—since it changed the whole character of the nation, 
politically, socially, economically, and spiritually. This was the 
problem of the expansion of the West. 
The first aspect of the expansion was agricultural and had much 
to do with the second phase of pioneering. The farmers were one of 
the strong forces in helping to shape the domestic economy of the 
nation. Their reasons for settling in the West were numerous and 
l 
different from the earlier movements 
llbid.. p. 107. 
2Mississippi, Texas, and Virginia ratified the amendment during 




Mingled motives and varied compulsions actuated the 
millions of individuals who participated in the long 
westward movement. Restlessness, yearning for new scenes, 
the contagious nature of the moving fever, dissatisfaction, 
distress, failure—all these had their effect. But land 
hunger was the most potent of the impelling forces.1 
The earliest settlers were squatters where fancy dictated. 
They built rude cabins, made small clearings, lived by hunting and 
fishing, and moved on to other places to repeat the process. The 
next group of settlers were interested in making permanent settle¬ 
ment. Land to them was something of great value and therefore the 
acquiring of valid title was of supreme importance. Out of this 
need and desire grew our public land policy. 
According to Schlesinger, three factors speeded colonization 
of the West after the Civil War: (l) the Homestead Act of 1862; 
(2) the opening of the railways; and (3) the subjugation of the 
Indians. These influences are responsible for the mushroom growth 
of the West, especially in the interior of mountainous states, like 
Nevada, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, and Arizona, where gold and silver 
were discovered. Immense profits accrued from cattle ranching, due 
iDan Elbert Clark, The West in Ama-H^an TK York, 1937) » 
P. 239 - 
2lbid. Prior to the Homestead Act of 1862, farmers were buffeted 
about by a series of land laws passed as a result of the farmers' 
struggle to occupy the free lands of the public domains: namely, the 
Land Ordinance Act of 1785; the Harrison Law of 1800, experimenting 
with the credit system; the Land Law of 1820, recognizing the failure 
of the credit plan and reducing both the price of land and the mini¬ 
mum area purchased; the general Preemption Law of 1841; and the Home¬ 
stead Law of 1862. Ibid.. p. 265. 
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to government neglect. In addition, expansion resulted in part 
from mechanical machinery.^ But evils in the agricultural system 
2 
set in and farmers had to endure many hardships. Local grain 
dealers and stock buyers frequently took advantage of him. But only 
did he feel cheated by the price he received for his produce, but he 
also chafed at the high price of machinery and other supplies..3 
The farmers resented such unfair practices, and began to organize 
themselves into cooperative groups whose purpose originally was to 
foster pleasanter social life in rural areas; but later was to correct 
abuses against them by railroad owners who charged discriminatory 
freight rates and local dealers who charged exorbitant prices. Hence, 
the Granger Movement came into being.^ 
^A. M. SchleBinger, op. cit., pp. 133-1^2. 
^Allan Kevins, op. cit.. pp. 159-160, Kevins says further that 
the farmers of the West suffered not only deprivations but also positive 
perils, as danger from the Indians, prairie fires, terrible blizzards, 
devastation from locusts, and recurrent droughts. Ko wonder when they 
were denied a reward, there kindled in them the flame of revolt. Ibid. 
3»Ibid.. pp. 164-165. 
^A. M. Schlesinger, OP. cit.. p. 162. Buck, a writer who has made 
a study of agrarian conditions in the United States, said that its 
founders organized in order that their cooperative efforts might bring 
advantages to the farmer through intellectual and social intercourse, 
not through political. Their purpose was the advancement of agri¬ 
culture; but they expected it to come through education rather than 
legislation. Solon Buck, The Agrarian Crusade. The Chronicles of 
America Series, ed. Allen Johnson ( Kew Haven, 1920), p. 5. 
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The "best agrarian elements continued to fight for their rights 
through another organization, known as the Farmers' Alliance. It was 
an organized "body of farmers—Southern and Northern—who had the same 
primary function as the Grange, to promote pleasant rural social life, 
cooperative undertakings, as creameries, grain elevators, stores, and 
insurance companies. But, later, the organization shifted its interest 
and became a political group which sought to control Congress. From 
the national government, these agrarians hoped to gain currency 
inflation, graduated income tax on the rich, and public ownership of 
railroads.1 
Having seen some of the problems faced by the Western farmers, 
and their fight for recognition, let us turn to the speculative 
aspect of the West. In the following statement, Louis Wann sums up 
some results of the Westward Movement and its impact upon national 
life: 
. ..t’h® exploitation of the West, the introduction of 
radical changes in agriculture, and the creation of a 
new and expansive industrial organization, embracing the 
inauguration of the great transcontinental railroads. 
In the wake of these legitimate expressions of the new 
national life followed those reprehensible effects that 
have given the odor of scandal to the whole period: 
political corruption, wild financial speculation, and the 
degradation of private taste as manifested in domestic life, 
architecture, and the arts in general.2 
Luring the Civil War, capitalism made great gains at the expense 
of the common man. Even the Federal government made many concessions 
to Big Business that had never been made before. The following 
statement gives an indication of some of the favors granted to it: 
^A.M. Schlesinger, ou. cit.. p. 258* 
2Louis Mann, (ed.), The Rise of Realism; 1860-1888. vol.III 
of American Literature: A Period Anthology, ed. Oscar Cargill 
(5 vols.; New York, 1933). VIII, 2. 
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Congress, at the command of business enterprise, 
voted higher tariffs than ever before, created a national 
banking system, granted generous assistance to railway cor¬ 
porations, and encouraged migration. At the same time a 
shrewd Ohio lawyer wrote into the text of the Fourteenth 
Amendment the notable 'due process1 clause that was to protect 
business from state interference.^ 
Furthermore, capitalism advanced in the Vest because the farmers' 
self-sufficiency had been destroyed by the revolution in agriculture 
and the Greenback Movement* Unions were formed in protest because 
the workers received so little of the wealth. But, the frontier was 
still present to lure the least self-confident American to hope for 
comfort if not for wealth. For this reason, protests received little 
support and capitalism swept ahead bearing opportunity in one hand 
and destruction in the other.^ 
Bailway companies, for example, used unfair methods of depriving 
pioneer farmers of their land. Trouble between farmer and railway owners 
occurred frequently. According to Beard, the railroads sold some land 
at reasonable rates with a view of developing the country along their 
tracks. Other portions they kept for speculative purposes. If a farmer 
could find a flaw in the title of the offending company, he could make 
efforts to annul the judicial or legislative process of the unlawful 
claim. As a result, millions of acres were taken from the railways and 
given to farmers and grazers.3 
^•Granville Hicks, The Great Tradition (New York, 1933)* P* 1» 
^Ibid., p. 3. Hicks says further that great planters of the South 
before the Civil War had been the only obstacle in the way of Big 
Business: 
The planting aristocracy, which the Var had destroyed, had 
been not only the chief political rival of industrial capitalism 
but also the principal critic of commercialism as a way of life. 
There seemed to be nothing to oppose the triumph of business 
enterprise. Both the farmers of the West and the workers of the 
Fast had made common cause with Industrialism against the South.... 
Ibid. .. p. 2 
3charles and Mary Beard, op. cit., p. 148-1^9. 
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So unfair were the large holders of railroads in the practice 
of freight rates on Western farmers that, in 1869, Massachusetts 
established a commission to deal with such practices. The chief victims 
of such abuses, already beset with low prices and obliged to pay ex¬ 
cessive charges to middlemen, the farmers considered the rates exorbitant; 
for the railroads did not hesitate to impose extortions charges and 
discriminatory rates. ^ 
One of the most representative capitalistic enterprises was the 
oil business. It was so vast in its operations, so vivid in its 
outline—industrially, politically and legally—that it should be 
considered as the model enterprise for ruthless competition, menacing 
intrigues, and pitiless destruction of rivals. On the other hand, it 
2 
became one of the greatest influences in promoting charity and learning. 
The Standard Oil Company, the model of models, was established in 1870 
by John D. Rockefeller, a man of considerable experience in the oil 
business since 1862, and a man of thrift and exceptional business acumen. 
With unlaxlng scrutiny, he watched every department of the business to 
"ferret out waste and inefficiency," to improve its processes, to 
effect economies, and to enlarge its sphere. To accomplish his purpose, 
he could be as suave and compromising or as hard and relentless as was 
necessary to the occasion.3 
Through astute connivings the Standard grew rapidly, gathering 
momentum from small companies, large companies, independents, and 
bankrupt firms until it became too.big for a corporation. 
In presenting the methods used by the oil enterprise. Beard sums 
them up as follows; 
^A.M. Schlesinger, oo.cit.. p. 162. 
2Charles and Mary Beard, op. clt., p. 177. 
3Ibid.. pp. 181-182. 
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In the record of this industry lies the story of 
aggressive men, akin in spirit to military captains of t^e 
past, working their way up from the ranks, exploiting 
natural resources without restraint, waging economic war on 
one another, entering into combinations, making immense 
fortunes, and, then, like successful feudal chieftains or 
medieval merchants, branching out as patrons of learning, 
divinity, and charity.1 
While Rockefeller was monopolising the oil industry of the nation, 
another great business genius was monopolizing the resources used in 
the making of steel. "The nation that makes the cheapest steel," 
said Hr. Carnegie, "has the other nations at its feet*"^ 
Commenting upon and accounting for the rise of the steel industry 
in America, Burton J. Hendrick has this to say: 
Three circumstances contributed to the rise of this 
greatest of American industries. (1) A new process for 
cheaply converting molten pig iron into steel, (2) the dis¬ 
covery of enormous deposits of ore in several sections of the 
United States, and (3) the entrance into the business of a 
hardy and adventurous group of manufacturers and business men. 
Our steel industry is thus another triumph of American inventive 
genius....An elementary scientific discovery introducing the 
great steel age. Steel, of course, is merely iron which has 
been refined—freed from certain impurities, such as carbon, 
sulphur, and phosphorous. The man who suggested that so com¬ 
mon-place a substance as air, blown upon molten pig iron, 
would produce the intensest heat and destroy its impurities, 
made possible our steel railroads, our steel ships, and our 
steel cities...the American Kelly and the Englishman Bessemer, 
were the creators of modern steel.3 
The Carnegie group was so shrewd in its operation that it was able 
to net forty million dollars in 1900 as the profits of a single year. 
Despite the high prices that prevailed everywhere, the partners had 
demonstrated that the United States could manufacture steel more 
cheaply than any other country. Their access to cheaper materials. 
1Ibid.. p. 177* 
2Burtron J. Hendrick, The Age of Big Business. The Chronicles of 
America Series, ed. Allen Johnson (Hew Haven, 1919)• P* 60. 
3lbid.. pp. 61-62. 
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as high grade ore,cheaper coke, cheaper transportation, and superior 
skill was the reason for such great success. However, their great¬ 
est achievement was the abolition of the middleman.^ 
As the great corporations acquired wealth and monopoly, they 
began to form an alliance with the great banks and financiers of 
Wall Street. An excellent statement showing the shift in their trans¬ 
actions is this one by Beard: 
With financial control, managerial sovereignty was 
transferred from the operators of Industries and railways 
to the directors of capital accumulations—a fact illus¬ 
trated in a striking fashion when Morgan brought about the 
union of fifteen great railway organizations and created 
a steamship trust, the United Steel Corporation, and 
numerous other combinations less pretentious in scope.2 
By the turn of the century, Big Business had grown to Brob- 
dingnagian size. In 1899 the Standard Oil Company, and the Amal¬ 
gamated Copper Company, with ninety-two combinations, organized in¬ 
to a holding company or corporation. Two years later followed the 
billion dollar United States Steel Corporation; three years later 
the International Harvester Company and its affiliations; and simi¬ 
lar monopolistic structures grew up in other branches of business. 
Invariably, the guiding hand in such combinations was some dominant 
banking group, rather than the management of these industries. So 
powerful did the Morgan and Rockefeller group, and similar groups, 
become, controlling and exploiting, that the Pujo committee of the 
House of Eepresentatives, in 1913» declared them a "money trust" in 
which a few hands controlled the money and credit of the nation.^ 
Also, the turn of the century found the hegemony of American 
financiers supreme at home and ready for foreign conquests. It was 
llbld.. pp. 
2 Chari es and Mary Beard, on. cit., p. 196. 
3 A.M. Schlesinger. on. cit.. p. 316. 
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in 1899 that Morgan and Company floated the first significant foreign 
loan ever issued in America, the bonds of the Mexican republic; then 
they made a fifty million dollar loan to Great Britain to finance the 
Boer War; next, they made a loan to finance the Japanese side of the 
Busso-Japanese War, and even had a partial share in the China loan of 
fifty million with Germany, ffrance, and England» The Morgan Company, 
moreover, floated ether loans in the Caribbean Islands. Undoubtedly, 
roads from four continents led to Wall Street.^ 
When Big Business reached' the height of its power, it invaded 
the Ear West and monopolized the mineral resources of the region. 
Several sections became the object of search for precious minerals, 
(l) The first search was to Pike's Peak where little gold was dis¬ 
covered, and the miners disheartened by failure set out in 1859 across 
the plains. (2) John Gregory led another party into Colorado. This 
venture, too, proved discouraging since the gold was imbedded in 
quartz rock, and required expensive machinery. After the prospectors 
left, large mining companies came in and brought the machinery needed 
to develop gold mining as an industry. (3) Silver mining in Nevada 
became the next prospect for miners. Little gold was found, but im¬ 
mense ores of silver were found. The blue metal, mingled with the 
gold, proved difficult to extract. Some of this "blue stuff" was re¬ 
moved and tested, and proved to be silver ore worth much more than the 
gold deposits found there. Again miners failed because of lack of 
machinery. Capitalists moved in and increased their stock to fabulous 
figures.^ 
^Charles and Mary Beard, ou.clt.. pp. 197-*198. 
^Dan E. Clark, on. cit.. pp. 530-532. 
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Tor the last stage in the development of the frontier, it will 
"be necessary to know something of the changes in the Great Plains of 
the West, a section lying between Kansas and Nebraska and the Eocky 
Mountains. At first, it was unoccupied by the white man, and was the 
grazing ground of vast herds of buffalo. By 1885, these herds had been 
practically destroyed by hunters who sought their skins and bones for 
Eastern markets. 
What was the origin of this cattle industry? It had its origin 
in two widely separated areas— Texas and the Wyoming area, embracing 
Nebraska and the overland trail to Oregon and California, Colorado, 
Montana and Dakota. Cattle from Texas were used to stock these 
ranges. Various factors operated to break this connection, and the 
cattlemen of the two regions found their interests were not identical.1 
Cattle-raising became the great bonanza of the period. Capitalists 
rushed in and seized much of the public domain. Large dividends became 
the inducement to investors. Capital came from England, Scotland, and 
from the Eastern part of the United States. In 1883» twenty companies, 
with capital ranging from individual capitalization of ten thousand up 
to three million, were incorporated in ffyoming alone. Thus arose the 
Swan Land Company and the Union Cattle Company, each worth three 
million initially. They gained control of the range by securing title 
to the water supply, by the Homestead Exemption, Preemption Laws, and 
by such fraudulent means as having cowboys and employees take out 
claims.^ 
With Big Business having extended its bounds across the continent, 
even beyond the islands of the seas, its effects were being felt in all 
1Ibld., p. 591. 
^lbid.. p. 596. 
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areas of life— economically, politically, socially and even scientifi¬ 
cally. It swept every obstacle from its pathway by chicanery, skill, 
scheming, persuasion and even force. However; the weight of popular 
opinion and other forces were operating to check its greed and cor¬ 
ruption before it toppled a great civilization into chaos and confusion. 
The first thing to counteract this was the establishment of the 
antitrust, and it occurred in reaction to a great industrial combination— 
the Standard Oil—but was used to combat all others, like the American 
Cottonseed, the National Linseed, the National Lead, the Distillers 
and Cattle Feeders.^ What was the nature of the trust? 
The trust was an old device fitted to new conditions. 
Adopted in 1879 and revised in 1882, the plan provided for 
a federation of the several companies under nine trustees 
to whom was confided all the stock of the individual com¬ 
panies and who thus exercised central direction....2 
To combat the trust, the states legislated laws. In 1889 and 1890 
fifteen commonwealths passed measures, designed to curb conspiracy 
or agreements in restraint of trade. These proved inadequate because 
a corporation chartered in one state might do business across state 
lines unmolested. In order to eliminate such means of escape, Congress 
on July 2, 1890, adopted a prohibitory law known as the anti-trust 
act. It declared every "contract," trusts or conspiracy in restraint 
of trade, in the states or abroad, as illegal. Much controversy arose 
as to the real meaning of such a term "in restraint of competitive 
tradef ; therefore for ten years it was not enforced often. Further¬ 
more, the Supreme Court, as in the case of the interstate commerce law, 
construed the act very narrowly.3 
1A. M. Schlesinger, on. clt.. p. 199. 
2Ibid.. p. 200. 
3Ibld.. pp. 200-201. 
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Another force that helped to curb Big Business was the rise of 
labor unions. Though British in background «nri theory, they vere 
modified to suit the needs of capital in America. 
The first union was organized at Baltimore, Maryland. All 
kinds of labor organizations were represented. Out of this meeting 
the National Labor Union was formed. It was influential in three 
important matters: first, it pointed the way to national amalgamation; 
second, it had a powerful influence in the eight hour movement; and, 
third, it was instrumental in establishing labor bureaus. Unfortu¬ 
nately, its entry into politics caused its decline.* 
The second labor union was The Noble Order of the Knights of 
Labor. It was organized in November, 1869, in Philadelphia by 
Uriah S. Stephens, a garment cutter and six fellow craftsmen. This 
new society embraced "all branches of honorable toil." It observed 
some stringent rules, barring persons who sold alcoholic drinks, 
lawyers, bankers, professional gamblers, or stock brokers. Their 
motto, taken from Solon, the wisest of all lawgivers was: "That is 
the most perfect government in which an injury to one is the concern of 
all..." It was a secret society, but it extolled justice, discoun¬ 
tenanced violence, and pleaded for "the mutual development and moral 
elevation of mankind." Stephens was succeeded by Powderly, a conser¬ 
vative idealist, who added power to the union and launched the Green¬ 
back Labor Party.^ 
Another union, and one of the most powerful today, was the 
American Federation of Labor, formed from two secret societies, the 
^■Samuel P. Orth, The Armies of Labor. The Chronicles of America 
Series, ed. Allen Johnson (New Haven, 1919)» PP« 73-7^» 
2Ibid., pp. 77-79. 
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Knights of Industry and the Amalgamated Labor Union, which consisted 
of trade unions and disaffected Knights. It held, first, a meeting 
at Terre Haute, Indiana in 1881, and second, a meeting at Pittsburgh, 
and organized under the name of The Federation of the Organized 
Trades and Labor Unions of the United States and Canada* Later, it 
combined with the independent trade unions at Columbus, Ohio, 1886. 
The new organization was called the American Federation of Labor.1 
The last labor union under consideration is the Industrial Workers 
of the World. This organization has behind its inception a long train 
of strikes, violence, and opposition to capital on the part of labor. 
The mines of the West proved to be the focal point for such violence, 
outrages, and even murders. Such states as Colorado, Idaho, and 
2 
Montana witnessed acts of violence at the behest of union officers. 
^Tbid.. pp. 88-89* This organization embraced the skilled workers 
of all trades, and was based upon the principle of homogeneity. While 
highly centralized in organization, it was nevertheless democratic in 
operation, depending generally upon the referendum for its sanction. 
It was managed with skill, energy, and great adroitness under the 
crafty generalship of Samuel Gompers, an experienced and astute labor 
leader. Ibid., pp. 90-91» >9^* 
^Ibid.. pp. 192-193* Mitchell says that prior to 1885, strikes 
took the form of mob violence in contrast to organized strikes of a 
decade later. The most destructive of these was the Bailway Strike 
of 1877* Due to the depression and reduction of wages, the Strike 
occurred spontaneously. The local militia proved so ineffective that 
the state militia had to be summoned to Pittsburgh, but to no avail. 
When the troops arrived the mob had destroyed considerable property 
and had set upon the troops and driven them into the roundhouse. 
The mob threatened to burn the building and harassed the troops all 
night. Estimated damage was five million dollars. Broadus Mitchell 
and Louise Pearson Mitchell, American Economic History, (Boston, 19^7)» 
p* 718. 
20 
Besides the gains made by labor in checking capital, still 
another force was operating to influence public opinion against 
excessive dominance of capital over labor. Social critics, through 
their protest literature, gave impetus to reforms. Some of them 
are as follows: 
Walt Whitman in his 'Democratic Vistas' criticized 
.America for its emphasis upon materialistic developments 
and its failure of social aspects as well as religious, 
moral, literary, and esthetic. Mark Twain and Dudley 
Warner in The Gilded Age portrayed the social structure 
from top to bottom. In the guise of fiction they criti¬ 
cized the corruption, greed, and materialism of America 
on three levels: municipal, state, and national. James 
Russell Lowell in his Ode blew a blast against rings, 
bosses, and plunderers which aroused a storm of protests 
among the superpatriots. William Dean Howellsiin 
Silas Lanham wrote of the conflict between individual 
r-'- and corporate enterprise. In drama, Bronson Howard and 
James a Herne were both deeply affected by economic 
processes, capital and labor, and the diversions of the 
plutocracy. 1 Hamlin Garland in Main Travelled Roads, 
his first notable literary achievement, spoke through his 
commonplace characters and seared the souls of the capitalists 
by exposing foreclosures of bank-held mortgages, the high 
cost of manufactured goods in comparison to the low prices of 
farm produce, and the dreary isolation and cultural bleakness 
of western farm life....^ 
Edward Bellamy's widely read novel of Utopian socialism, 
Looking Backward. 1887. explained how individualism had been achieved 
in 2000 A. D. through collectivism. Bellamy's theory was: 
Our ethics of wealth is extremely simple. It consists 
merely in the law of self-preservation, asserted in the 
name of all against encroachments of any. It rests upon 
the principle which a child could understand as well as a 
philosopher, and which no philosopher ever attempted to refute, 
namely, the supreme right of all to live and consequently to 
insist that society shall be organized as to secure that right.3 
Charles and Mary Beard, on. cit.. pp. 436-437; 442-445. 
2Merle Ourti, The Growth of American Thought. 2d^ ed. (Hew York, 
1943), p. 6O7. 
3Ibid., p. 609. 
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Another group of social and protest writers were the Muckrakers. 
This group proclaimed its utterances so loudly that the government 
instituted important reforms against capital. Some of the most impor¬ 
tant Muckrakers were Ida M. Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, Lincoln Steffens, 
Bay S. Baker, and Burton J. Hendricks. This group exposed abuses, 
cheating, and bribery on the part of railroads, beef trusts, corrupt 
governments, and insurance companies. 
Upton Sinclair's novel, The Jungle, which records the misfor¬ 
tunes of a Lithuanian, was packed with first-hand information of the 
Chicago stockyards. He described how diseased cattle were butchered, 
marked by the government inspectors, thrown into dumps, loaded on 
✓ 
carts, wheeled back again, mingled with other carcasses, treated and 
sold as clean meat. In relentlessly nauseating detail, he told all 
the various ways in which the packers extracted a profit from condemned 
meat. His descriptions of the laborers were almost as revolting as 
those of the rejected meat. Ho wonder people lost their appetites for 
meat. Sinclair once remarked that he aimed at the public's heart, 
and by accident had hit in the stomach.^* 
Another very effective writer in exposing the vice rings in large 
cities was Lincoln Steffens. In his "Shame of Minneapolis," he exposed 
the corrupt politics of that city. The expose is as follows: 
^.C. Regier, The Era of the Muckrakers (Chapel Hill, N. C., 
1932), p. 135* Ihis book had a tremendous public appeal. So 
great was its sales that it was translated into seventeen languages; 
and President Roosevelt was influenced to appoint a commission to 
investigate the packers's methods. As a result, the Pure Pood and 
Drug Act of 1906 was passed. Ibid., pp. 135“136 • 
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A politician, named Ames had been twice elected mayor 
■ty the Republicans and twice by the Democrats. Immediately 
after his fourth election (1901), Steffens asserted, Ames 
began to gather about him a group of plunderers and opened 
the city to all kinds of criminals...he appointed an ex¬ 
gambler, Norman W. Zing, as chief of detectives. Zing's 
primary function, Steffens discovered, was to invite thieves, 
gamblers, pickpockets, confidence men, and other criminals 
to Minneapolis, and to arrange with them for the division of 
the spoils of their trades.1 
Minneapolis was only saved from the Anes gang through Hovey C. Clark, 
foreman of a grand Jury that met in April, 1902.^ 
"In Ohio; A Tale of Two Cities," Steffens had much to say about 
Mark Hanna, the State boss, George Cox, the boss of Cincinnati, and 
Tom Johnson, the reform boss of Cleveland. They were in politics 
only to protect business. Hanna was instrumental in electing 
McZinley, in 1896.3 
George Zibbe Turner, another writer for McClure's, went to 
Chicago to make an investigation of its vice. This is what he found: 
First was the liquor trade ($115,000,000); second, was the 
vice of prostitution ($20,000,000); and third, was gambling 
($15,000,000). He exposed the workings of these enterprises 
and found that there were 10,000 professional prostitutes in 
Chicago, with an average income of $2,000 each, much of which 
never reached them because they were exploited by the crimi¬ 
nal hotels, the houses of ill-fame, the cheap dance halls 
and saloons, and the men who dealt in women to trade. A 
prostitute's career, he asserted, lasted from five to ten years, 
and during that time the women were kept under the influence 
of alcoholic stimulants, if not drugs. To carry on these 
businesses $200,000 per year was paid to the police.^ 
1Ibid., pp. 60-61. 
2lbid., p. 6l. 
3IM4., pp. 76-77. 
^Ibid. 
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frequent disclosures of such exploitations and crimes naturally 
"brought the condition clearly "before the Federal Government.* In 
his first message to Congress, December 1901, Roosevelt stressed 
the serious social problems posed by a highly complex industrial 
system; acclaimed business concentration as a natural evolution, and 
opposed the policy of trust prohibition; but demanded legislation to 
eliminate the evils while retaining the advantages of large-scale enter¬ 
prise. Other reforms advocated were broader powers for the Inter¬ 
state Commerce Commission in regulating railways, conservation of 
natural resources, approval of law-abiding labor unions, and protective 
legislation for women and children in federal employment. With no 
responsive chord from Congress, he took his message directly to the 
people. "Everywhere he urged his policy of federal regulation, and 
demanded a 'square deal' for all—for labor, for capital, and for the 
public."^' 
The Pennsylvania anthracite strike won his support and caused 
the mine operators, urged by J. P. Morgan and other Eew fork financiers, 
to submit to arbitration. As a result, the workers won shorter hours 
and a ten-per-cent increase in pay.^ 
Roosevelt's success was, in a large measure, achieved by the 
force of his striking personality, his "trust-busting" activities, 
and his use of the "big stick" in taking the Panama Canal zone— 
things which captured the imagination of the man on the street.^ 
1A. M. Schlesinger, on.cit.. p. 323» 
2lbid.. p. 32k. 
3Ibid., p. 325- 
klbid., p. 326* 
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On Ms reelection, Roosevelt made these achievements in reform: 
The Hephurn Act, giving greater powers to the Inter-state Commerce 
Commission; the Pure Pood Law, 1906, in response to the Muckrakers' 
Crusade, prohibiting any deleterious substance in prepared medicines 
or foods. Then followed an act requiring compulsory federal Inspection 
of meats. In 1907, Big Business was forbidden to make campaign con¬ 
tributions to federal elections. Government suits were instituted 
against the American Sugar Refineries and Standard Oil of Indiana. 
Prom the former, it recovered four million dollars; the latter was 
indicted for accepting secret rebates.1 
All these reforms and actions tended to curb the power of Big 
Business, and benefit labor groups and the nation, without eliminating 
altogether the wealth of corporations, so useful in promoting charity, 
philanthropy, and social welfare. 
America faced not only the problems of Reconstruction, the 
demands made by Big Business, and the conflict between labor and 
capital; but she also had to cope with those changes induced by the 
impact of industrialism, science, education, and imperialism. Let 
us now see what changes occurred as a result of these forces. With 
respect to the advance in industrialism, Curti has this to say: 
Of the forces that were transforming Europe, none was 
more important than the advance of industrialism which the 
northeastern states in America shared. The progress of 
industry developed in Hew England and the middle states, 
affecting as it did all parts of the land, enhanced the 
power of the common man in many respects; it promoted both 
his comforts and his chances for acquiring culture.2 
1Ibid.. pp. 328-329. 
%erle Curti. on. cit.. p. 296 
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In the cities, public authority, in time, was compelled to 
assume certain responsibilities in regard to poor people. By trans¬ 
ferring certain utilities from private to public control the common 
man received significant benefits in a society destined to become inter¬ 
dependent.^ The rise of industrialism also promoted the enunciation of 
2 
a social philosophy which identified individualism with democracy. 
Indeed, in addition to bringing about greater interdependence, 
a series of inventions enhanced the power and comfort of the common man. 
Some of the earlier inventions were the electric telegraph, 1844; 
the rotary press, 1847; the Draper process of photographing by sunlight; 
the Currier Ives new lithographing process for making realistic records 
of events; the sewing machine; and the reaper.3 
Of the new devices the most important for the farmer was the 
McCormick reaper of 1834. It became so effective that it was possible 
for one person to cut as much grain in a day as seven men swinging 
cradles in the immemorial fashion. Removal of the McCormick factory to 
Chicago opened a new era in the mechanization of agriculture. The in¬ 
crease in machines was phenomenal over a period of ten y ears. ^ 
Other inventions of various kinds came forth. In 1877 Bell tele¬ 
phoned from Boston to Salem; two years later Brush lighted the streets 
of San Francisco. In 1882 Edison was making incandescent electric 
lights for New York and operating his first electric car in Menlo 
Park, New Jersey. All these developments created a new demand for 
capital.-* 
1Ibid.. p. 298. 
2lbid., p. 330. 
3lbid., p. 297.. 
^A. M. Schlesinger, on. clt.. pp.',?» 60. 
5Samuel P. Orth, 00. cit.. p. 64. 
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In the field of applied science! notable achievements were made. 
Here are some of them: Bullock's web-printing press, 1865; Cyrus W. 
Field's ocean cable, 1866; John F. Appleby's self-binding reaper, 
1878; Westinghouse's railway airbrakes, 1869; Edison's duplex 
telegraph, 1872; Swift's refrigerator car, 1875; Alexander G. Bell's 
telephone, 1876; Edison's phonograph, 1877, and electric railway, 
1880; Mergenthaler's linotype machine, 1885; the Allman car, 1887; 
Henry Ford's car, 1893, and the Wright Brothers' glider, 1901.^ 
In pure science some important research was made in numerous 
fields, as biology, chemistry, physics, botany, geology, and astronomy. 
Ho epoch-making discoveries comparable to the Curies, Pasteurs, and Roentgens 
of Europe were achieved#-- but analytical studies were pursued with 
zeal and intelligence. Ofeat institutions were founded as the natural 
History Museum, 1869, and the Columbian Museum of Chicago, 1893; the 
construction of laboratories, publication of technical journals—all 
these marked a steady progress in the exploration of the natural world.2 
Industrialization not only led to improvement in inventions, but 
it also caused a growth in cities. Rural populations began to shift 
from the country and small towns to the city where industry was concen¬ 
trated. Why was it necessary to make such a shift? Schlesinger in 
The Rise of the City gives these reasons: 
In America in the eighties urbanization for the first 
time became a controlling factor in national life.... In its 
confines were focused all the new economic forces: the vast 
accumulations of capital, the business and financial institu¬ 
tions, the spreading railway yards, the giant smoky mills, the 
white collar classes, the motley wage-earning population. By 
the same token the city inevitably became the generating center 
for social and intellectual progress....3 
^Charles and Mary Beard, ou. cit., pp. 411-412* 
2Ibid.. p. 413. 
3A. M. Schlesinger, The Rise of the City. 1878-1898 (Hew York 
1933), PP. 79-80. 
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Of the great cities of the land,Philadelphia and Chicago were 
the least scarred by slums. Though other cities, like Boston, 
Cincinnati, Jersey City, and Hartford had their hadly diseased spots, 
Hew York City had the worst slums, due to high rentals and the pres¬ 
sure of immigrant population. Tenement houses were the main contrib¬ 
utor of slum conditions. The "dumb-bell" tenement, so called because 
of its floor plan, was a building fire or six stories high, and was 
a bleak narrow structure ninety feet in length, with a narrow hall 
and sunless, ill-smelling air shaft. The rooms were often without direct 
lighting or air and most of them sheltered one or more families. Such 
congestion gave rise to slums and proved to be fire hazards. The 
dense slum district bounded by Cherry, Catherine, Hamilton, and 
Market Streets were known as "lung block" because of the many cases 
of tuberculosis that developed there. 
It is a sociological fact that out of slums come Juvenile 
delinquency and crime. In regard to Juvenile delinquency and its 
relation to slum areas, Howe and Hummel make this statement: 
The problem of urban lawlessness was deeply rooted 
in that of the slums. Vile places like *Misery How,* 
t1 Poverty Lane,: and * Murderers* Alley* were both continu¬ 
ous recruiting grounds for Juvenile delinquents and hid¬ 
ing places for criminal bands. The tenement waifs drifted 
into gangs...lacking normal outlets for play...beginning as 
beggars, sneakthieves, and pickpockets, they graduated all 
too quickly into the ranks of shoplifters, robbers and thugs.2 
Other than Hew York, the great criminal centers of the nation 
were Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and San Francisco. In 
llbid.. p. 109. See £. W. Deforest and Lawrence Veiller (eds.), 
The Tenement House Problem (Hew York, 1903)» I» 57» 131-170; I, 
8-14, 100-102; Jacob A. Hiis. How the Other Half Lives, pp. 18-19» 
2lbid.. 111. See W. F. Howe and A. H. Hummel, Danger! (Buffalo, 
1886), Chap., Ill . 
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San Pranciseo lawlessness in the 1880's still possessed a strong 
frontier flavor." In particular New York was the national hase for 
hank robbers. One hand led hy George Leslie was credited hy Chief 
of Police Vailing with being responsible for four-fifths of the hank 
burglaries in America until "Western George's" murder in 1884. ^ 
Keeping pace with the new industrialism and the new science was 
the development of education—-both private and public. Supplementing 
the public funds for education were huge private gifts to colleges 
and universities by philanthropists. In I83I Stephen Girard gave two 
million for a boy's college in Philadelphia; in 1876» Johns Hopkins 
dedicated his fortune to the foundation of a university; and John D. 
Hockefeller made a lavish gift to the American Baptist Educational 
Society. Many of the colleges then branched out into Universities, as 
Harvard, Columbia, Yale, and Princeton. 
There arose technical schools to take care of the demands of the 
machine age. They were as follows: Columbia School of Mines, 1864; 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, 1865; Lehigh University, 1866; Stevens Institute, 1871; 
and others followed. The Morrill Act of 1862 gave impetus for land 
grant colleges. In Negro education, Tuskegee Institute, Hampton 
Institute, end Howard University were founded.^ 
1Ibid., pp. 112-113- Por further information on records of crime 
see J. P. Willard (Josiah flynt, pseudonym)., Notes of an Itinerant 
Policeman (Boston, 1900), p. 33; ~<j. W. Walling, Recollections 
of a New York Chief of Police (New York, 1887), Chap. XIX, 
2Dan Elbert Clark, on. cit., pp. 468-470. 
3Ibid., pp. 473-478* 
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Another great change in America's social scene was the increas¬ 
ing part women began to play in politics. While some fought for 
jobs and better wages, others fought for equal suffrage. Among these 
leaders were Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Others 
organized clubs which were devoted to self-culture in arts and letters, 
but paved the way for political action on a national scale. Out of 
these clubs came the General Federation of Women's Clubs in 1889.^ 
In art end sculpture, the following persons were notable: 
Winslow Homer painted sailors and fisherfolk—he was interested in 
man's primal struggle with nature; Alexander Winant, though deficient 
in technique, painted unique American landscapes. Albert Eyder, 
romantic and subjective, was called the Browning of American painters 
for his obscure, elusive quality. In sculpture such men as Saint- 
Gaudens, Daniel C. French, Bissell Barnard, and Gutzon Borglum made 
2 
notable contributions in their branch of art. 
Having viewed some of the major problems and advances connected 
with industrialism, science, and education, let us turn to those which 
concerned foreign issues and diplomacy. 
American imperialism, perhaps an outgrowth of over-saturation 
of domestic markets, and of the expansion of the West, soon caused 
a re-evaluation of former political theories, as isolationism and 
3-Ibid., pp. 404-405 
2Ibid.. pp. 45^455 
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pacifism, and led to expansionism and a new Manifest Destiny. 
Whereas this theory was originally applied to the domestic scene* 
it now became necessary to extend its hounds. Beard speaks to this 
point: 
With the growing economic surplus which sustained the 
colorful and exuberant culture of the gilded age ran an 
increasing pressure for foreign markets and investment 
opportunities. And since America was now fairly out, upon the 
imperial course, all the interests and ambitions usually 
associated with that form of human activity, centering in 
the captain's quarters in the upper sphere of politics, 
conspired in a cumulative fashion to hold the ship of state 
in the chosen way.^ 
IPrior to 1898, America had maintained an isolation policy 
for two reasons: first, the original colonists preferred to 
refrain from political alliances in Europe; and, second, America 
wanted to observe the maxim of isolation, as suggested by leaders, 
such as John Adems, George Washington*and James Monroe. Monroe's 
theory is as follows: 
James Monroe, in his annual message to Congress, 
1823, confirmed Washington's farewell admonition. In 
this message Monroe warned the European states that 
his nation would be disposed to resist the extension 
of their political system to America....Monarchies 
should not expand their dominion at the expense of the 
area reserved for the operation of democratic govern¬ 
ments. America was to be the land of freedom. The 
world was definitely divided into two vast spheres— 
the homes of two antagonistic forms of political organi¬ 
zations and two opposing political ideologies— neither 
of which was to meddle in the affairs of the other. 
Quoted in J. Fred Hippy, America and the Strife of Europe 
(Chicago, 1938), p. 3°* 
'Charles and Mary Beard, ou. clt. p. ^80, 
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But, our first attempt at expansion came when we purchased 
Alaska from Russia. Secretary of State William E. Seward, incurred 
the criticism of the nation when he bought it. But being of an 
expansionist mind, and a man of foresight and diplomacy, he decided 
that it served the best interest of his country to acquire it.-'- 
Another important change in the diplomatic realm of the United 
States came when she agreed to arbitrate the boundary dispute between 
Great Britain and Venezuela. It seems that for more than fifty years 
both had laid claims to land held by each other in South America. 
Venezuela, the weaker power, asked the United States to negotiate a 
treaty to end the dispute. President Cleveland, after issuing 
Great Britain a blunt warning and being repulsed, appealed to Congress, 
saying the Monroe Doctrine was in Jeopardy. Congress cooperated with 
him and financed a commission to settle the dispute.^ 
■'■Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American 
People. 4th ed. (New York, 1950), pp. 397-398. At first, Secretary 
Seward was repulsed by Russia, but she was aware of the disadvantages 
of keeping it. She knew in the event of a war with Great Britain, 
which was likely, nothing could stop the ubiquitous might of the 
British navy; that Alaska was breéding trouble with the United States 
because of monopolistic tactics of the Russian American Company; and 
that a momentous gold rush might occur at any time. Besides, the 
inscrutable operations of Manifest Destiny might cause her to lose 
Alaska. So, after several shrewd negotiations with the clever 
Russian minister, Secretary Seward finally acquired Alaska, March 3^> 
1867, thus making this great domain a part of our nation. Ibid. 
2 A. M. Schlesinger, Political and Social History of the United 
States. 1829-1925 (Hew York, 1932), pp. 412-413. ( All subsequent 
references to this source will appear under the short title of 
"Political and Social History” with only the authorfi last name.) 
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Ho sooner was this accomplished than .America became involved 
with Spain relative to Cuba. Spain paid no heed to the revolts of 
her colonies and began further exploitation of the natives, politically 
and economically, in Cuba and Puerto Eico. Her réjgnoo'f tyranny was 
carried on by a Captain-General who had virtually unlimited power. 
Self-government was unheard of and the despotic character of the 
administration was equaled only by its corruption. Abuses were as 
follows: Excess taxes, governmental restrictions of the development 
of sugar cane, keeping of Hegro slaves, and discriminating duties of 
American exports. These abuses led to discontent of the natives and 
tended to crystallize the sentiment for Cuban independence.* 
Viewed from any angle, the first of the problems before the 
administration, the Cuban question, presented thorny phases. 
Before them was the solemn resolution passed by Congress that the 
United States had no intention of exercising sovereignty over Cuba, 
except to restore peace. And yet they were reluctant to see the 
government of the island transferred to the insurgents without 
restraint. Senator 0. H. Platt of Connecticut supplied the answer 
to these problems by his amendment to the Constitution by restricting 
Cuban relationships with foreign countries, forcing it to concede 
coaling stations to our navy, and giving the United States the right 
to interfere in the interest of protection of life and property.^ 
The insurgents began to fight constant skirmishes in the hope 
of exhausting Spain or of bringing favorable intervention from the 
llbld.. p. 415. 
2Charles and Mary Beard, OT>. cit.. pp. 481-482. 
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United States. Our commercial interests as well as American capital 
were in jeopardy.*1 Moreover, American journalism played an important 
part in magnifying the conflict. Pulitzer of the Hew York World and 
Bandolph Hearst of the Hew York Journal resorted to their usual 
"yellow journalism." The conflagration was a god-send to the yellow 
sheets. On the slightest provocation, the two editors would hurst out 
into "typographical paroxysms," and would make the situation appear 
even more serious than it actually was. They made much of the 
destruction of American property in Cuba, hut failed to report that 
2 
most of it was done hy the insurrectos. 
She incident which crystallized the thinking of President McKinley 
was the sinking of the United States warship, "Maine," on February 
15» 1898, while lying peacefully at anchor in Havana Harbor. The 
outburst of popular feeling influenced McKinley to declare war on 
Spain. He demanded of Spain the complete abandonment of reconcentra¬ 
tion and an armistice in Cuba. Spain, slothful, conceded the request, 
but delayed her peace negotiations. The actual hostilities were swift 
and decisive. A blockade was made in Cuba and Santiago to cut off 
enemy supplies and men. On July 1, Elcaney and San Juan Hill were 
taken by American land forces.^ 
ISchlesinger, Political and Social History, p. 4l8. 
^Thomas A. Bailey, on. clt.. p. 497. Ia contrast to these exag¬ 
gerated press reports, Spain did try to obviate criticism by doing 
the following things: 
In October, 1897» a liberal Spanish minister came into 
power, modified the reconcentration methods, released all 
American prisoners of war, and granted the Cubans a species 
of autonomy. But the insurgents...spurned the new concession. 
Ibid. 
3Schlesinger, Political and Social History, pp. 419-423. 
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As a result of this conflict, America extended her fighting to 
the Ihillipines. The expansionists felt that she was Justified in 
the act, hut anti-imperialists made scathing attacks upon President 
McKinley and the Congress on many , grounds. We shall observe more of 
these conflicting opinions in a discussion of Moody's civic poetry 
as well as objections raised by the imperialists. 
America because of her growing interest in expansion was rapidly 
becoming involved in world politics and problems. Her interest in the 
Par East-no tab ly in China and Japan-brought her into round table 
relationship with Great Britain, Prance, Germany and other leading 
countries. And this inevitably paved the way. to her present world 
responsibilities and protectorship. 
In this chapter, we have rapidly viewed the complex American 
scene from 1865 to 1910 with the aim of providing a foundation for 
understanding the nature and import of William Yaughn Moody's civic 
poetry. In this panoramic review, we have seen both the problems and 
results of the Reconstruction Era, the nature and significance of the 
Westward movement, the rise and influence of the new industrialism and 
science, the establishment of cultural and educational institutions, and 
the emergence of the United States as a world power and as a participant 
in imperialistic activities. Ho real poet, sensitive to his country's 
ideals, needs, weaknesses and strength, could be untouched by the 
cataclysmic nature of these events which were daily changing the lives 
and thinking of his fellow patriots. William Yaughn Moody did react 
to the changing conditions of his country. Just what he had to say 
about many of these conditions and how he thought they could be met will 
be discussed in the following chapters of this study. 
CHAPTER II 
MOODY’S ATTITUDE TOWABD MERIC AN IMPERIALISM AND MATERIALISM 
Having seen the monumental problems that America had to face, 
after the Civil War, in the social and political Reconstruction 
of the South and her preoccupation with the expansion in the West— 
with her manifold problems of agricultural expansion, currency 
problems, conflicts between labor and capital, speculation and its 
attendant evils of greed, selfishness, and corruption on three politi¬ 
cal levels, and industrial problems which precipitated poverty and 
squalor in some urban districts—let us turn to a study of William 
Vaughn Moody’s reaction to the problems of foreign expansion as they 
relate to imperialism and materialism; for it is the purpose of this 
chapter to discuss Moody’s interest in and solution to his country’s 
adjustment to imperialism and materialism. 
America, for a long time, had been preoccupied with the develop¬ 
ment of a domestic market; but, as the Western expansion absorbed 
the frontier, it produced excessive amounts of raw materials. 
America, then, became oversaturated in her domestic market and began 
to seek economic expansion with foreign countries. American capital, 
faced with a glutted domestic market, also desired to seek commercial 
interests Abroad.^- Besides, financiers of Wall Street, having floated 
several large loans in Europe and the Orient, found, of necessity, 
their interests centered in foreign expansion and development.^ 
^A. M. Schlesinger, Political and Social Growth of the United 
States, p. 407. (Hereafter all references to this source will appear 
under the short title of "Political and Social Growth” with only 
the author’s last name.) See also Chapter I, p. 15, of this thesis 
for further information on this point. 
^Charles and Mary Beard, on. cit.. pp. 197-198. 
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Moody, "being a man of strong moral convictions, "the inequalities 
and injustices of life smote dim to the quick;therefore it was 
natural that he would he appalled at America's actions in regard to 
exploitation and imperialism; and, unlike many anti-imperialists, he 
O 
opposed her methods on moral end humanitarium grounds,* and was more 
interested in what America could do to serve humanity than what she 
might do to exploit it. 
In several places in Moody's works we may obtain clear indication 
of his opposition to and moral indignation at America's imperialism. 
From some of his letters to Harriet HrainarçL, later to become his 
wife, we glean this opposition and indignation. For instance, in a 
letter written from Paris, he says: 
I was glad to get the clippings about Cuba and Senator 
Hoar's speech. Poor blundering, grudging, generous land] 
To free Cuba with one hand, and with the other quietly 
remove all possible chances for her to live decently - or 
indeed to live at all. Of course I know that the one hand 
is that of the whole people, and the other that of a com¬ 
mercial interest, and I don't mean to belittle the magnani¬ 
mous deed; but, why, 0 why, did it have to be smutched and 
spoiled? As for the Phillipines (which were doubtless the 
Ijohn Wright Buckham, "The Doubt and Faith of William Vaughn 
Moody," Homiletic Review, 1XX7 (1918), 3^9. 
^The average anti-imperialists of the day had other grounds 
for thèir opposition to imperialism. According to Curti, their 
chief objections were as follows: 
The anti-imperialist argument included the chief tenets 
that the pacifists advanced; the imperialist venture would 
not profit the nation. As a whole, it would involve 
heavier taxes, it would promote navalism, militarism, and 
war, and it would bring in its train all manner of horrors, 
such as the atrocities laid at the door of the American 
Army in the suppression of the Filipinos. The leading idea 
of the anti-imperialists was that colonization and world 
power violated the basic traditional philosophy of the 
natural rights of all peoples to self-determination. 
Merle Curti, on. cit.. p. 677» 
3John W. Buckham, on. cit. , p. 349. 
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real occasion of Hoar's speech) they are too sickening 
to talk or think about. Shall we ever he able to hold 
up our heads again? The little flag you sent me on the 
fourth of July seemed striped and stained with that inno¬ 
cent blood. I wonder how we shall wash it out, and let 
our flag take the air again like a thing of joy; till 
then it cannot gladden me nor any other eyes over the 
whole earth.1 
The letter from Moody undoubtedly makes reference to Senator 
Hoar's speech to the Senate on our actions in the Rb-illipines; for, 
"only ten days after Congress passed a joint resolution to use armed 
forces to help Cuba, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Spanish fleet in 
Manila Bay. 
For other instances of Moody's indignation at our intervention 
in the Phillipines, we may consult his two poems, "An Ode in Time 
of Hesitation" and "On a Soldier Fallen in the Phillipines." 
Since the"0de" sets forth most clearly the reasons for his indignation, 
we shall analyze it first and follow it with an analysis of the 
satirical poem "On a Soldier Fallen in the Riillipines." 
Henry says that the first direct inspiration for the "Ode" came 
to Moody when he was in Europe and made a visit to see Robert 
Morss Lovett. A newspaper clipping carried to them an account of 
^William Vaughn Moody, "Letter, Paris, France, July 23, 1902," 
Letters to Harriet, ed. Percy Mackaye (Boston, 1935)» PP* 136-137* 
All subsequent quotations from Moody's letters to his wife will 
be taken from this source and will bear only the date of the letter. 
^Francis and Adeline Clasheen, "An Ode in Time of Hesitation," 
College English. V (1943)» 121»( Only the surname of these authors 
will be used in subsequent reference to them). ) Furthermore, the 
passing of the Platt Amendment to the Constitution, severely 
limiting Cuba in self-government, after its rescue from Spain by 
the United States, and restricting her relationships commefcially, 
must have been what Moody meant about denying Cuba "the right to 
live decently or indeed to live at all." For a full discussion 
of this matter, consult Charles and Mary Beard, QT>. cit.. pp. 481-482. 
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William James* oration given at the unveiling of a monument in 
honor of Robert Gould Shaw, the leader of the first Negro regiment 
of the Civil War.^ The thought of the unselfish devotion of Shaw, 
and his chivalrous leadership of his black regiment, recurred to 
Moody when the war with Spain for the freedom of Cuba, eventuated 
2 
in a further conflict in the Riillipines. 
As the "Ode" opens, it seems that Moody, gazing upon the beauti¬ 
ful Saint Gaudens Statue of Shaw and members of his Negro regiment 
on the Boston Common, is filled with noble pride as he recalls the 
unselfishness of the young leader and what he symbolizes for the im¬ 
mediate hour. His imagination soars, and he visualizes springtime 
and distant lands, though winter is still evident in that New 
England city. Kreymborg expresses this idea as follows: 
Standing in front of the statue, the poet ‘hears 
the distant spring come up the land', and though 'the 
tides of people go heedless' and 'the trees upon the 
Common show no hint of green,* he is assured of the 
earth's 'jubilant emprise.*3 
As the poet hears the distant spring come up the land, he asso¬ 
ciates the cause for which Shaw and his men died with the country's 
present state of anxiety and fears of the worthiness of our war in 
the Phillipines. So great are the country's pangs that the spirits 
of these men are stirred: 
■*"D. D. Henry, Wiliam Vaughn Moody; A Study (Boston, 193*0» 
P* 51. 
^Robert Morss Lovett, ed., Selected Poems of William 
Vaughn Moody. (Boston, 1931)» Notes, pp. 207-208. 
^Alfred Kreymborg, Our Singing Strength (New Tork, 1929), 
p. 289. 
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The land they died to save from 
death and shame 
Trembles and waits, bearing the 
spring's great name 4 
And by her pangs these resolute 
ghosts are stirred,1 
In Sections II and III of the poem, Moody gives a picture of 
the traces of winter in Hew England; but contrasts them with the 
beauty of spring along the East Coast from Virginia and the Carolines 
to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico, from Chicago and the Bockies to 
Alaska and Hawaii, For example, he says: 
And it is clear to my long-searching 
eyes 
That love at last has might upon the 
skies 
The ice is runneled on the little 
pond; 
A tell-tale patter drips from off 
the trees; 
The air is touched with southland 
spiceries 
As if but yesterday it tossed 
the frond 
Of pendant mosses where the live 
oaks grow 
Beyond Virginia and the Carolinas.. 
Ereymborg has this to say relative to the panoramic view created 
by the passage: 
A superb panorama follows, a panorama worthy of Whitman. 
The imagination is carried from Virginia and the Carolinas 
to the Gulf, from Massachusetts to Chicago, through the Great 
Lakes and the Bockies, up to Mt. Shasta signaling the Alaskan 
seas,3 
^■William Vaughn Moody "An Ode in Time of Hesitation," Poems 
and Poetic Dramas (Boston, 2,1900/). Sec, I, p. 15» (All subsequent 
references to Moody's poetry, unless otherwise indicated, will be 
taken from this source and will be entered without the author's name,) 
2"An Ode In Time of Hesitation," Sec. II, p. 16. 
3Alfred Ereymborg, on. cit.. p. 290. 
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Glasheen thinks the passage not only gives a sweeping view of the 
country hut does it through powerful and objective poetry. She says: 
Moody uses the sound of spring coming up the land to 
establish certain spiritual affinities.... He then develops 
the spring theme, giving a sweeping view of the country 
from Cape Ann to the West Coast in a passage which is 
Justly celebrated for its powerful and objective poetry. 
Beyond the West is Hawaii, 'Where East and West are met' -- 
ani East and a West that must remain as separate as they 
were created.^ 
Indeed, this lush panoramic view of Moody's America is vital to 
the meaning of the poem and to the core of Moody's attitude; for, to 
him, how could a country so blessed with the beauties and wonders 
of God's creative powers stoop to sordid greed and diabolical actions. 
Thus the poet's graphic panorama is interrupted by the sound of battle 
from across the Pacific. It is the echoes of "ignoble battle" from 
our second conflict with Spain. Moody is saddened as.his wild love 
falls upon these sculptured men who have given their lives for a 
Just cause. When he wants to revel in his pride, the thought of the 
unworthiness of our cause in the Phillipines makes him wince and 
hesitate. These lines show his reaction to those far-off sounds of 
battle: 
Alas] what sounds are these that come 
Sullenly over the Pacific seas,- 
Sounds of ignoble battle, striking 
dumb 
The season's half-awakened ecstacies? 
Must I be humble when I hath need of 
pride? 
Wild love falls on me from these 
sculptured men; 
By loving much the land for which 
they died. 
I would be Justified.2 
^Glasheen, or», clt., p. 126. 
2B.AU Ode in Time of Hesitation," Sec. IV. p. 18. 
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Ee finally resolves his problem and decides that these men have 
not died in vain; and he remembers his country’s goodliness and says 
no shade dares to lift the leafage from her brow and point an accusing 
finger of shame. Ee feels that the rumors that she plans to exploit 
the Ehillipines must be untrue; for America has always fought her wars 
for a just cause. Be negates these rumors and shows that we have not 
lost our loftiest heritage. The following shows his faith in the 
integrity of his country: 
Liesl Liesl It cannot beJ The wars 
we wage 
Are noble, and our battles still 
are won 
By justice for us, ere we lift 
the gage 
We have not sold our loftiest 
heritage 
Herforehead weareth yet its solemn 
star.l 
Many persons shared with Moody the idea that we had always fought 
for a just cause. Many persons, like Moody, opposed the present 
conflict on moral grounds, as Glasheen states: 
To many people,Moody among them, a great moral issue 
was involved. If the country followed its pursuit of 
world power, what of the freedom and justice and brotherly 
love in which this country was founded. In battle we 
had always been secure in the righteousness of our cause; 
this to Moody was one of our loftiest ideals.2 
Although Moody does criticize his country, Henry says that he 
never lost confidence in her and in calmness of tone defies the rumors 
which beset her. He says this about the ”0de”: 
( 
The *0de‘ is pervaded by Moody’s confident trust in 
the future welfare of his country. He is not the scourging 
prophet nor the fiery reformer. Rather, in calm deliberation, 
he presents a splendid panorama of his country and denies 
a place to besmearing rumors.3 
3-Ibid.. Sec. 7, p. 19. 
2&lasheen, on. cit.. p. 127» 
3D. D. Henry, op. cit., p. 52. 
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In defiance of these rumors, Moody cites Robert Gould Shaw as 
a symbol of his country's integrity: 
Here is her witness; this, her 
perfect son, 
This delicate and proud new 
England soul 
Who leads despised men, with 
just unshackled feet, 
Up the large ways where death 
and glory meet, 
To show all peoples that our shame 
• is done, 
That once more we are clean 
and spirit-whole.1 
Indeed, Shaw is a symbol of what Moody believes the country 
stands for. He makes a subtle appeal to his country through the 
heroic deeds of an unselfish soldier and his Negro regiment. 
These heroic deeds are given in Section VI, where Moody uses 
historical facts as a basis for his poetic development. William 
James' factual account of the exploits of these men provided him with 
2 
the raw materials for a beautiful poetic utterance. Moody changes 
some of the facts, however, to suit his poetic and civic purpose: 
Shaw and his men did not crouch ' in the sea-fog on 
the moaning sand all night' and attack at daybreak. 
The infantry assault occurred at the close of the day, 
at sunset or between sunset and dark, after a dreadful 
bombardment lasting eight hours.3 
Nevertheless, Moody's main point is heroism, not historical 
accuracy. And contrary to some accounts of cowardice on the part of 
the Negroes, Moody shows that they fought valiantly and died like 
freemen: 
l"An Ode in Time of Hesitation,'? Sec. V, p. 19. 
2Glasheen, ou. cit., p. 12?. 
3D. M, McXeithan, "A Note on William Vaughn Moody's 
•*An Ode in Time of Hesitation.'’"American Literature. IX (1937). 35°» 
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Then upward, where the shadowy bastion 
loomed 
Huge on the mountain in the wet < 
sea light, 
Whence now, and now, infernal 
flowerage bloomed, 
Bloomed, burst, and scattered down 
its deadly seed, —« 
They swept, and died like freemen 
on the height, 
Like freemen, and like men of noble 
breed^- 
These men who gave their lives for the just cause of freedom 
symbolize to Moody a universal freedom. He feels that they have not 
died in vain for a country of noble ideals, such as America repre¬ 
sents. 
Kreymborg makes this observation on the sculptured men of whom 
Moody speaks: 
The vision of the sculptured men provides the standard 
of freedom against slavery all over the earth. The battle 
and death of the little company are poignantly rehearsed 
and out of their grave •nature’s busy old democracy’ ( a 
phrase out of Whitman) flushes mountain and sea with the 
spirit of these Uegroes. Here is the voice of the Yankee 
Abolitionist now directing its thunders against chaining 
the dark race of the Phillipines to the. heels of America, 
exultant with power.2 
In Section VII, Moody is concerned with denying the unpleasant 
reports that have filtered through American censorship. These reports 
brought news from the islands of American atrocities inflicted upon 
Filipino soldiers. American indifference to these stories of cruelty 
and injustices^ casts a bad light in contrast with Shaw’s spirit 
^■”An Ode in Time of Hesitation;”, Sec. VI, p. 20. 
^Alfred Ereymborg, on. cit.. p. 290. 
3our declaration of war on Aguinalds and his insurgents, when the 
insurgent leader later begged for a truce and American military authori¬ 
ties refused to parley, widening the sentinel incident into a general 
conflict, is another notable example of injustice heaped on the 
Filipinos. For further details on this point see Charles and Mary Beard, 
on. cit., p. 483. 
** G-lasheen, on. cit.. p. 128, 
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Moody feels that persons who brought the reports of America's 
unethical practices of cruelty upon Filipino soldiers must have 
erred. If not, they were of such as to arouse the spirit of Shaw 
to speak in protest. Moody says: 
Gazing on him, must I not deem they 
err 
Whose careless lips in street and 
shop aver 
As common tidings, deeds to make 
his cheek 
Flush from the bronze and his dead 
throat to speak?^ 
Then Moody wonders why some elder singer - some poet, like a 
Whitman or a Whittier, with the true American spirit does not come 
forth to criticize these people when they go astray or do things con¬ 
trary to democratic ideals. 
Further, Moody criticizes those persons who say America is 
becoming imperialistic for commercial reasons. These lines show his 
opposition to our involvement in imperialism on the strength of 
writings by expansionists who advocate such: 
Our fluent men of place and consequence 
Fumble and fill their mouths with hollow 
phrase, 
Or for the end-all of deep arguments 
Intone their dull commercial liturgies — 
I dare not yet believeJ 2 
Moody feels if we do follow the imperialistic course, outlined 
by these men, we will trade our birthright for barbarianism. Only 
people with primitivistic traits would be misled by the "satiric* 
praise and muffled laughter of our enemies who bid us never sheathe 
our swords. 
l"An Ode in Time of Hesitation," Sec. VII, p. 21. 
2Ibid., p. 22. 
3Ibid., Sec. VIII, p. 23. 
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In Section VIII, Moody asks is we are the eagle nation Milton 
saw "mewing its mighty youth, or are we some lesser "bird, a wader 
where the swamps are fat? Do we have lofty aims and ideals, or are 
we possessed of greed and selfishness? 
He answers his questions in these lines and assures all that we 
still "believe in our heritage! 
Ah nol 
We have not fallen so 
We are our father’s sons; let 
those who lead us knowA 
He says we did answer our leader's call to free Cuba from the 
Spanish political yoke, but we shall not be misled to fight again, 
except for a just cause. We may be slow in discerning the right, 
but eventually we will regain our moral equilibrium. Then, we will 
rectify our misdeeds! 
Tor manifest in that disastrous 
light 
We shall discern the right 
And do it, tardily*— 0 ye who 
lead, 
Take heedj 
Lindness we may forgive, but 
baseness we will smite. 
From the foregoing analysis, one can see the mingled emotions 
of the author as he quietly sears the souls of those who led America 
into an imperialistic course. He achieves public appeal through his 
quiet and deliberate manner, his forceful expression, and the wedding 
of imagination with superb form, 
Lovett has this to say in regard to Moody's feelings as expressed 
in the "Ode”! 
•^Ibid., Sec. IX, p. 23- 
^Ibid.. p. 24. In the latter part of this passage, Moody has 
reference to those politicians who would mislead us for personal 
gain. 
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Aspiration and pathos are intermingled. The poet 
conveys 'rebuke under the guise of moving appeal for 
a return to temporarily abandoned ideals.'l 
So articulate was the "Ode" when it appeared in the Atlantic 
Monthly in 1900 that it gained recognition as the work of a genius. 
G-lasheen expresses this, together with how the poem met a moot 
problem of the day: 
When William Vaughn Moody's 'An Ode in Timeoof Hesitation,' 
appeared in the Atlantic Monthly for May, 1900, it was im¬ 
mediately recognized as the poetic utterance of genius on 
a problem which interested everyone and bewildered many. 
The problem was how to reconcile our imperialistic aims in 
the Phillipines with the ideals for which this country was 
founded.^ 
The "Odet not only confirmed the doubts and fears of some persons 
as to America's honorable lintent. in the Riillipines, but showed 
that she had a major poet who was sensitive to her imperialistic 
desires and tried, as any good poet will do, to direct her destiny 
into worthier channels. In fact, Kreymborg says, "he was the first 
poet to inveigh against threats of an American empire."3 
lor a further indication of Moody's sensitiveness to American 
imperialism, we may turn to his lesser anti-imperialistic poem, 
"On a Soldier Fallen in the Phillipines." 
Structurally, the poem is divided into three stanzas. In the 
first and second stanzas, Moody asks everyone to be quiet and pay 
iFrom a clipping from the Atlantic Monthly. July, 1901» in 
Moody Pauers. University of Chicago. 
2filasheen, op. cit., p. 121. 
3Alfred Kreymborg, on. cit., p. 286. 
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homage to the fallen soldier. Both stanzas are pervaded "by a 
satirical thrust and contain a "daxt" at the forces of materialism 
and imperialism. 
Hush! let him have his state, 
G-ive him his soldier’s crown. 
The grists of trade can wait 
Their grinding at the mill, 
•T
1 
TollJ Let the great hells toll 
Till the clashing air is dim 
Did we wrong this parted soul? 
We will make it up to him.1 
The first stanza specifically condemns our materialism and the, 
second, our imperialism. Both stanzas, however, advocate honor and 
praise for the dead soldier. 
In the last stanza Moody is concerned with making an appeal 
to the American conscience. America, having sinned in her attack 
on the Bhillipines, must never let her dead soldiers see her remorse 
and shame for fear of letting them know they fought in vain. Kreymborg 
speaks to this point as follows: 
Moody attacks every sign of American expansion, and, 
in a simpler poem (than "The Quarry") ’On a Soldier Fallen in 
the Ehillipines, * made a direct appeal to the American 
conscience. The last of the three stanzas asks for ’a flag 
for the soldier’s Mer,* lest he see the nation ’rohed in 
gloom’ striving with its ’faithless past.’2 
The last stanza shows Moody's satire on the need of a flag to 
hide from the soldier the nation's shame: 
A flag for the soldier's hier 
Who dies that his land may live; 
0, banners, banners here, 
That he doubt not nor misgive]3 
lB0n a Soldier Fallen in the Bhillipines," p. 29» 
^Alfred Kreymborg, op. clt., p. 289. 
- 3"0n a Soldier Fallen in the Bhillipines," p. 3°. 
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His indication that the nation has sinned in entering the war 
in the Phillipines is shown as follows: 
Let him never dream that his ■bullet*s 
scream went wild of his island mark 
Home to the heart of his darling land 
where she stumbled and sinned in the 
dark. ^ 
On close examination of the last passage, one can readily see 
the satiric element that Moody intends to convey. Ihe implication 
in the whole poem is that we have, as Americans, failed to live up 
to our ideals of love, brotherhood, and justice for all men. Hence, 
we wear the garment of shame, temporarily, for our sins; but we will 
make it up to the dead soldier by returning to those former democratic 
ideals for which America has always stood. 
A third poem on expansion is that of "The Quarry." Some have 
also labeled it as one of Moody's poems on imperialism. In a 
sense, "The Quarry" is an anti-imperialistic poem. But this time 
Moody is inveighing against the practice of imperialism among 
foreign countries and is praising America for her heroic stand on 
the treatment of China. Here Mrs. Moody's comment on the poem is 
pertinent and significant. She says: 
libid. 
%enry has this to say about the shorter anti-imperialistic 
poem: 
A companion piece to the ''Ode,', almost a corollary, to it, 
is the shorter poem, !,0n a Soldier Fallen in the Phillipines.'• 
Although less majestic, it has a satiric thrust whose effect 
is even more penetrating than that of its predecessor. 
D. D. Henry, on. cit.. p. 52. 
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But I should like to speak 'of the Quarry' as "being one 
of three national poems about which you have made such 
discriminating notes. 'The Quarry' has often seemed to 
people with whom I have talked to be an especially signifi¬ 
cant anti-imperialistic poem, and perhaps you might give 
it. another thought.'*- 
From this letter it seems that Î4rs. Moody is not in accord with 
those persons who contend that Moody was opposed to the rescue of 
China by our nation. Bather, he was in sympathy with China and was 
opposed to those powers who sought to isolate and strangle China 
commercially. In fact, Moody, as Henry states, approved America's 
diplomatic action in influencing foreign powers to maintain an 
"open door" policy in Chinaî 
t 
Less well known but in the same vein as ' The Ode1 is "The 
Quarry",,' Taking as his theme his country's beneficent diplo¬ 
matic action in maintaining China's integrity, the poet 
proudly portrays the honest motive of his land....3 
For the details of the attacks on China by foreign powers, and 
her rescue by the United States, an analysis of the poem will show 
Moody's richly ornamental symbolism and the final outcome of America's 
diplomatic action. 
The poem has no stanzaic form. However, there are divisions 
according to ideas. The first part speaks of the elephant—a symbol 
of China; the second, the attacks made by the beasts of prey—a 
■^Letter from Harriet Moody to Eobert Morss Lovett, June 15, 
1930» Moody Fauers. University of Chicago. 
^Beard says that in order for all nations to share in the 
trade of China, the obvious remedy was an "open door" policy which 
would insure national unity as well as equal trading privileges 
for all foreigners. Finally, the other powers yielded to the 
request of Secretary of State, John Hay, who pleaded for a solution 
that would solve their problem and insure peace and impartial trade 
with all parts of China. Charles and Mary Beard, OT>. cit.. p. 494. 
3D. D. Henry, on. cit.. p. 53 
50 
symbol of England, France, and Germany; and, third, the coming of 
the eagle-- a symbol of the United States, and the effect it has toward 
driving the brutes of prey away. 
The elephant makes his appearance early in the poem: 
Between the rice swamps and the fields 
of tea 
I met a sacred elephant, snow-white. 
Upon his back a huge pagoda towered 
Full of brass gods and foods of 
sacrifice. 1 
On his back is a huge pagoda towered with brass gods and foods 
of sacrifice; upon his head is a throne shielded from the sun by the 
beautiful outspread feathers of a peacock; a premier made of brass 
sits upon the throne, clad with beautiful gems and heirlooms; 
embroidered trappings cover the mammoth beast as he treads along. 
Suddenly he stares, then hastens; foaming at the mouth and panting, 
the brutes come forth to seize the elephant. Their hates for one 
another are withheld, each waiting his share of the spoil: 
... Good need was his 
To hasten: panting, foaming, on 
the slot 
Came many brutes of prey, 
their several hates 
Laid by until the sharing 
of the spoil.2 
At this point the eagle comes overhead: 
Just as they gathered stomach 
for the leap 
The sun was darkened, and wide 
balanced wings 
Beat downward on the trade-wind 
of the sea 
A wheel of shadow sped along the fields 
And over the dreaming cities.3 
•^"The Quarry,B p. 26 
2Ibid.. p. 27. 
3lbid. - 
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The "beasts are startled and wait to see what is his intent. The poet 
1 
cries aloud, "AlasJ what dost thou here? What dost thou here?»- He 
is evidently amazed and yet relieved to see the eagle. As he swoops 
downward, the "beasts "become frightened and run away. 
Through the allegory and symbolism, one can see that those 
imperialistic countries— England, France, and Germany— are 
thwarted in their desire to dismember China and cut off her trade* 
"The Quarry" is, says Lovett, "one of the three poems in which 
2 
Moody's strong conviction of the wrong of imperialism found expression." 
Seemingly, in accord with Mrs. Moody's belief, V/alter Fuller 
Taylor makes this statement about the poem: 
'The Quarry'... expresses, through an obscure, 
richly ornamental symbolism, the poet's approval 
of the American policy of preventing dismemberment of 
China.3 
Ibid. Simultaneously with the prospective "land grabs" in 
China, there occurred an uprising against aliens, known as the 
Boxer Rebellion. Secret societies of patriots, called Boxers, 
gained momentum until they ended in an outburst of violence in 
which a missionary and a Russian minister were killed. Frightened 
foreigners fled to the legation to summon military aid. The 
powers united to quell the disturbance; America, in her strong 
desire to protect China and restore peace, joined them. China, 
of course, was forced to pay a high indemnity and to erect a 
statue in memory of the German minister. Charles and Mary Beard, 
on. cit.. p. 493. 
^Robert Morss Lovett, on. cit.. p. 208. 
3walter Fuller Taylor, .'A History ef American Letters (Boston, 




From the foregoing discussion, it is clearly evident that Moody 
was opposed to imperialism— American and foreign. Contrary to the 
expansionists' belief that America should pursue a course of imperialism, 
due to economic expansion and by virtue of her so-called divine right to 
assume leadership over weaker peoples,^ Moody opposed it on moral and 
I 
humanitarion grounds. So strong were his convictions that America should 
perpetuate the ideals of love, brotherhood, and Justice as set forth 
by the founding fathers, that he chafed at any digression from these 
cherished ideals. He was sensitive to any attempt on her part to engage 
in any effort to build an American empire since he was fully aware of the 
customery ruthlessness and injustices practiced by countries who had 
pursued such a course. For this reason, he tried to direct his country 
into worthy channels during a time of crisis. Many were impressed by 
his sincerity and integrity, and his civic poems wielded a tremendous 
influence upon public opinion at a time when America, as was pointed 
out in Chapter 1 of this thesis, was beset by greed, anxiety, and 
frustration. 
Hot only was Moody opposed to America's imperialism, but he was equally 
disturbed and indignant over the social ills and injustices wrought on 
poor people by the forces of materialism. For his reaction to American 
materialism, let us turn to his poems which deal with the effects of 
this force. 
In"Gloucester Moors," for instance,Moody shows an aversion 
to the tendencies of materialism and their effect upon the masses. 
Although the poem consists of ten stanzas it deals with four significant 
things: (l) activities of a small fishing town with its natural 
beauty; (2) a comparison between the earth and a ship at sea; (3) a return 
^For a full discussion of America's attitude in this connection, 
see Chapter III of J. Fred Hippy, on. clt. 
53 
to the fishing boats as they approach the harbor where loved ones await 
the men; and (4) a return to the earth ship with her crew of souls. 
The poem begins with a description of Gloucester town where the 
fishing fleets come in. In the following lines, one can get an idea 
of the little town and the natural scenery which surrounds its 
A mile behind is Gloucester town 
Where the fishing fleets put in, 
A mile ahead the land dips down 
And the woods and farms begin, 
Here where the moors stretch free 
' In the high blue afternoon, 
Are the marching sun and talking sea, 
And the racing winds that wheel and flee 
On the flying heels of June.* 
The image in this stanza is very concrete as to natural surround¬ 
ings, as farms and moors, the appearance of the day with blue skies 
overhead, a brilliant hot sun, softened by the swift breezes of a New 
England town during the month of June. 
For sheer description of Flowers, this passage is very effectively 
done: 
Jill e'er the ground is purple blue, 
Blue is the quaker-maid, 
The wild geranium holds its dew 
Long in the boulder*B shade 
Wax-red hangs the cup 
From the huckle-berry boughs,...2 
One can almost see the variation of colors and feel the moistness 
of the dew-like petals, as he reads the passage. There axe blending 
shades of blue as well as red. 
The poem .though, is much more than a description of the flora of 
a small fishing town. It borders upon the idea of crass 
^"Gloucester Moors," p. 3 
2lbld. 
5^ 
materialism in which America was engaged. To he sure Moody,'as 
Heniy puts it, was conscious of the social ills brought on by a 
growing commercialism and showed despair over the industrial conditions 
of the world: 
Moody, as he matured, grew into a social consciousness 
of the ills thrust upon menbecause of a growing commercialism. 
Linked with the query of ‘Gloucester Moors' was Moody's 
despair over the industrialized world which man had created. 
Lovett thinks that the interest Moody took in social problems was 
due to his exposure to them in Chicago. He says: 
Owing to a very natural chemistry of contrasts, the 
poem is significant of his growing interest in social problems. 
Eesidence in Chicago had given him a new awareness of politi¬ 
cal and economic questions.^ 
In comparing the earth to a ship Moody, in "Gloucester Moors", 
makes the observation that the ship does not know her port from the 
actions of the crew aboard the ship: 
God, dear God1 Does she know her 
port 
Though she goes so far about? 
Or blind astray, does she make her 
sport 
To brazen and chance it out? 
I watched when her captains 
passed: 
She were better captainless. 
Men in the cabin, before the 
mast, 
But some were reckless and some 
aghast, 
And Borne sat gorged at mess.3 
1D. D. Henry, , p. 53* 
^Quoted in D. D. Henry, ibid.. p. 
3"Gloucester Moors," p. 5* 
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Here the poet implies that America, together with the rest of 
the world, is so absorbed in her "sea of materialism" that she does 
not give adequate thought to where it is leading her. Some are 
gorging themselves with the profits while others do the work and 
grow poorer. America, with the world is traveling aimlessly down 
the industrial path with no thought of her masses, and to these goes 
Moody’s sympathy: 
To he out of the moiling street 
With its swelter and its sinJ 
Who has given to me this sweet, 
And, given my brother dust 
to eat? 
And when will his wage come 
in?1 
Here, Moody's staunch antagonism to the selfish forces of 
materialism is self-evident. 
After Moody treats the earth as an outbound ship without a 
destination, he returns to his original theme of the fishing fleets. 
In this line, he sums up many ideas: 
0 little sails, make hasteJ 
Walker has this to say relative to the implication in this line 
and Moody's return to the deeper meaning of the poem: 
There is caught the yearning of sea-wife for seamen, the 
whole lifted longing of those for the home-comer. And in 
the last verse...there is a new vision of the degraded 
and socially fallen upon our earth, their fever and their 
pain, and the meaning of their lives in the planets' 
destiny.2 
1Ibid.. p. 6. 
^C. R. Walker, "The Poetry of William Vaughn Moody," Texas 
Review. I (1915)» PP* 144-145» Kreymborg says, "Moody turns 
from the little ships back to the earth ship to voice his demo¬ 
cratic creed." Alfred Kreyraborg, on. cit.. p. 293» 
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Moody's final question goes to the heart of the problem. He 
says: 
But thou, vast outbound ship of 
souls, 
What harbor town for thee? 
What shapes, when thy arriving 
tolls, 
Shall crowd the banks to see? 
Shall all the happy shipmates then 
Stand singing brotherly?^ 
Back to the materialistic idea, he asks: 
Or shall a haggard ruthless few 
Warp her over and bring her to, 
While the many broken souls of 
men 
Jester down in the slaver's pen, 
And nothing to say or do?^ 
As one can see, the poem ends on a querulous note. Moody wants 
to know if this crass exploitation by the few will continue at the 
expense of the many. Is there any relief for those unfortunate, 
exploited souls? He questions the good faith of the capitalists 
who are bent on monopolizing the wealth while the masses suffer in 
the slough of poverty and other social ills. Pertinent to this point 
is the interpretation of Walter Puller Taylor: 
... ''Gloucester Moora,* a humanitarian poem, pictures 
the earth as a 'gallant ship,' most of whose passengers, 
imprisoned by social injustice, lead lives of unthinkable 
suffering. The poet raises, but does not try to answer, 
the question whether brotherhood or the present ruthless 
exploitation is finally to prevail among the human race.3 
l"Grloucester Moors," p. 6. 
2_ibid., pp. 6-7. 
3Walter Puller Taylor, on. cit.. p. 283. 
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further evidence of Moody's opposition to selfish materialism 
may he found in his poem "Jetsam,in which he clearly shows his 
aversion to industrialism. In a poignant statement, Henry shows 
Moody's dislike for what industrialism has caused. He says, "Moody 
did not like the conditions city life had produced. Its sordidness 
appalled him."^ 
"Jetsam" reflects this. In the beginning of the poem, Moody 
wonders whether the world that night was the same as it was at sunset. 
Covered with an overcoat of smoke, it is hidden from God: 
I wonder can this he the world 
it was 
At sunset? I remember the sky fell 
Green as pale meadows, at the long 
street-ends, 
But overhead the smoke-wreck 
hugged the roofs 
As if to shut the city from 
God's eyes 
Till dawn should quench the 
laughter and the lights.’ 
But, as Moody walks through the industrial district of the city, 
he sees that industrialism has taken its toll of the citizens and 
that poverty is everywhere evident. This is what he sees: 
Beneath the gas flare stolid 
faces passed, 
Too dull for sin; old loosened 
lips set hard 
To drain the stale lees from the 
cup of sense; 
lln "The Brute," Moody also points out the dangers of materialism 
and industrialism to the nation's welfare and happiness. A detailed 
discussion of "The Brute" will be found in Chapter III of this thesis 
where the writer shall set forth Moody's consciousness of the dangers 
of our technology, as well as his faith in the ultimate control of the 
machine and the forces of materialism. 
%>. D. Henry, OP. cit., p. 56. 
^"Jetsam," p. 45. 
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Of if a young face yearned from 
out the mist 
Made by its own bright hair, the 
eyes were wan 
With desolate "foreknowledge 
of the end.^- 
The poet becomes so appalled as he continues to walk that he 
thinks of crushing God in His lies and of committing suicide. These 
lines show his abject despair: 
...The river lay 
Coiled in its factory filth and few lean trees. 
All was too hateful— I 
could not die there!1 2 
He walks on through the tangled ranks of riverweed reflecting 
upon the sordidness of the scene, when on seeing the moon, he- is re¬ 
lieved of his dejection. He says: 
I pushed— till lo, God heard meJ 
, I came forth 
Where 'neath the shoreless hush 
of region light, 
Through a new world, undreamed 
of, undesired 
Beyond imagining of man's weary 
heart, 
Far to the white marge of the 
wondering sea. 
This still plain widens, and 
this moon rains down 
Insufferable ecstasy of peace.3 
As one can readily see, "Jetsam" reflects both Moody's high 
ethical and religious nature. Walker substantiates this when he says: 
1 \ 
In * Jetsam* is a bit of spiritual program music in verse. 
From nature with her sights and sounds he borrows the bright 
stuff of his imagery, not through obvious pictures, but by 
some hinted memory of sweetness or terror. The first lines 
of the ode are pitched low; the poet beside the river of 
Death with only the purpose of death alive in his heart. 
Then the appearance of the moon in a sudden treble of delight. 
And since youth and poetry have ever been companioned by her, 
this sudden and gorgeous rising brings both back: with their 
1Ibid.. 
2lbid., p. 46. 
3Ibid., 
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old laughter and their old poignancy.^ 
Indeed, the material world of God offers a great purging relief 
from man’s industrial world. He sees the moon and is so moved by 
her that he says: 
My heart is man's heart, strong 
to hear this night's 
Unspeakable affliction of mute 
love that crazes lesser things.2 
Then he makes up his mind not to commit suicide as shown in 
this passage: 
But I walk quiet, crush aside 
the hands 
Stretched furtively to drag me 
madmen's ways 
I know the thing they suffer, and 
the tricks 
They must he at to help them¬ 
selves endure.3 
Finally, the poet is cleansed and says: 
I came out in the moonlight 
cleansed and strong, 
And gazed up at her 
lyric face to see 
All sweetness tasted of in 
earthen cups 
Ere it he dashed and spilled, 
all radiance flung 
Beyond experience... 
/* " 
—————— ——————————————— —————— 
Who will shield me from her? 
Out of her changing lights 
I wore my youth.^ 
The last two lines of this passage are significant; and, as 
Walker says: 
Here is a turning in upon the very seat and fortress 
of the emotions, and bringing them into the sunlight with 
all their bloody pageantry.5 
*C. E. Walker, op. cit.. p. 147* 
2HJetsam,1* pp. 46-47. 
3lbld. 
4lbid., pp. 48-49. 
-'5(3. R. Walker, op. cit., p. 147. 
6o 
It seems that Moody, "by contrasting the sordiclness of city life 
with the stimulating emotional effect of the moon upon him, and its 
effect upon love and youth, is trying to soften the unpleasant 
emotional shock received from his contact with the results of a highly 
industrialized and complex commercial world. Relief for him comes 
only in his escape to nature and to the idealism of his youth. 
» 
Indeed, as Walter Puller Taylor says,11 in ' Jetsam jl, Moody claims 
to he beauty's votarist^^If this is true of him, one can easily see 
how he winced at the ugliness resulting from an over-industrialized 
era. 
Moody, as already shown, expresses earnest opposition to imperial¬ 
ism and materialism. But he has a solution for the problems, too. 
He advocates that America do the following thingsi First, she should 
return to temporarily abandoned ideals of love, justice, and brother¬ 
hood} 
Ah nol 
We have not fallen so. 
We are our father's sons: let 
those who lead knowJ 2 
Implicit in those words are those ideals and precepts of the fore¬ 
fathers who founded this republic on natural rights and democracy. 
Second, he recommends that America return to lofty ideals in 
government : 
^-Walter Fuller Taylor, OT>. cit.. p. 28?# 
2"An Ode in Time of Hesitation," p. 23» 
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...0 ye who lead 
Take heedi 
Blindness we may forgive, hut 
baseness we will smite.^ 
Third, he urges America to assume the moral leadership of which 
she is capable and shows an optimistic belief in her ability to do 
it; 
For manifest in that disastrous 
light 
We shall discern the.right 
Anddo it tardily.^ 
Further evidence of his belief is shown in this quotation; 
Did we wrong this parted soul? 
We will make it up to him.^ 
Fourth, he strongly challenges America to stop her ruthless 
exploitation of the masses; to show sympathy for them by treating 
them as brothers; • 
Who has given to me this sweet, 
And given my brother dust 
to eat? . 
And when will his wage come in?** 
Also, he reaffirms the idea in these lines: 
Shall all the shipmates then 
Stand singing brotherly? 
Or shall a haggard ruthless few 
Warp her over and bring her to.5 
Though he fails to answer his query, the implication is that 
his country must return to democratic ideals if she would assume her 
rightful place among other nations. This query suggests that she is 
1Ibid.. p. 25. 
2Ibid. 
3"0n a Soldier Fallen in the Phillipines," p. 29» 
^"Gloucester Moors," p. 6. 
5lbid.. pp. 6-7. 
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at the crossroads of moral leadership; she can either assume it or 
reject it. Moody, however, being an optimist and meliorator, had 
faith in her ability to give up her imperialism and her materialism 
for the sake of her ideals of freedom, justice,and love for all men. 
Henry voices this and tells of the power, pertinence, and signifi¬ 
cance of Moody's civic and critical poems; 
When we note the mild-mannered temper of American 
poetry in Moody's age, we must commend the doctrinaire 
poems for their directness and power of presentation and 
their subtle observation but also for their unconventional 
and outspoken denunciation and appeal-—denunciation of 
•commercial litugies' and the cruel ills of our industrialized 
era, appeal for idealistic motives in government and humani¬ 
tarian sympathy in social functions. Without noble motives,man's 
struggle upward is futile. It is important to realize, more¬ 
over, that the implications of these poems transcend the 
immediate issues of current politics, industrial sores, 
evolutionary theory and other contemporary subjects which 
inspired them, and that the modern reader may go to them 
for their concern with much that is fundamental in current 
problems. 
In addition to what Henry thinks, we have seen from analysis 
and discussion Moody's interest in and solution to America's 
imperialism and materialism. Although he does attack America 
for her imperialism, her excessive materialism, and the ills generated 
therefrom, he still believes in the honor and integrity of the nation 
to assume moral leadership; that surely she has not fallen from her 
high pinnacle of morality; and that in a time of crisis, she will 
fulfill her responsibility, and put into play those democratic 
ideals of justice, love, freedom, and brotherhood as advocated by the 
founding fathers. In almost every civic poem, Moody interfuses a . 
lusty faith and optimism that right and commonsense will prevail. 
•4). D. Henry, op. cit., pp. 59-60 
CHAPTER III 
MOODY'S INTEREST IN THE RELATION OS’ SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY, 
AND RELIGION TO MAN 
The central purpose of this chapter is to discuss Moody's 
interest in and reaction to America's adjustment to certain scientific, 
philosophical, and religious developments of his day. In doing this, 
it is inevitable that we shall glean something not only of Moody's 
ideas in these three areas of human endeavor but of the man himself; 
for, as it has already been pointed out, Moody's ideas were organic, 
emanating from a soul deeply concerned with the art of living humbly, 
wisely, and justly. 
It is well known to students of literature, philosophy and science 
that the latter half of the nineteenth century was the testing ground 
for tremendous developments and problems in science.^ Percy Hazen 
Houston puts it well when he says: 
...the eighteenth century saw the germination of new ideas; 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century was the explosive 
period of the new democracy; the remainder of the century 
became the battleground of old and new; and today the world 
faces the social problem in an acute form, and it does not yet 
perceive a solution...acceptable to any great number of men. 2 
Moody was caught on this "battleground of old and new"'; he fought 
on it and "perceived a solution," if not acceptable to any great number 
of men certainly irrefutable by any such body of men. 
One atomic explosion which caused hysterics and furor on the 
nineteenth century battlefield of ideas was Darwin's theory of the 
origin and development of the species, a theory that made a frontal 
and envelopment attack on the creation theory as found in Genesis.^ 
^See Chapter I, pp. 24-26, of this thesis for a discussion of 
developments in science and invention in the nineteenth century. 
^Percy Hazen Houston, Main Currents of English Literature 
(New York, 1926), pp. 180-181. 
3charles and Mary Beard, on. cit.. p. 406. 
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Associated with. Darwinism was the synthetic philosophy of Herbert 
Spencer which applied the revolutionary concepts to ethics, politics, 
and economics.^ 
As is well known, such a theory undermined some of the most 
cherished beliefs of men. Valter Poller Taylor illuminates this 
disturbance when he says: 
The picture of a slowly evolving universe ran counter 
to the orthodox theological view of special creation, and 
the biological struggle for survival was difficult to 
reconcile with the idea of a personal God of love.2 
However, as Beard points out, this theory gained the attention 
and support of many men of influence-» men like Asa Gray, John Piske, 
E, L. ïoumans, and Charles Eliot. Indeed by the end of the century, 
evolution manifested itself in various patterns, from the defiant 
skepticism of Huxley to the genial Christian theory of Drummond and 
had become thoroughly naturalized in the United States with widespread 
•x 
influence in every branch of mental activity. 
Since the evolutionary theory became so pervasive and presented 
such perplexing problems, as the riddle of the universe and the reason 
for the existence of man, Moody, an interpreter of his times and an 
L 
enthusiast of world attitudes and problems, as we have already seen, 
also became interested in the theory of evolution and began character¬ 
istically to probe its meaning and the limits of its scope. He, like 
Tennyson, believed that science made for progress, but, in some respects, 
lacked the answers to certain salient aspects of life. Both, however, 
A 
'‘Walter Puller Taylor, ou. cit.. p. 1^6. 
^Charles and Mary Beard, ou. cit., p. 415. 
^John V. Buckham, ou. cit., p. 351* 
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tried to reconcile evolution with, religious concepts.^- 
Moody, then, recognises and accepts science and the theory of 
evolution up to a certain point, hut feels that the mechanistic 
theory of evolution inadequately answers some b'f' the questions to man's 
raison d'etre and the meaning of life. In one of Moody's religious 
poems, The Flre-Bringer. he huilds his idea of God upon the evolutionary 
theory hut attempts to show that all life is illuminated hy the faith 
that through ardent, unremitting struggle the individual can slowly 
progress toward a spiritual perfection. 
Also, in his other poetical dramas, there is a strong under¬ 
current of the evolutionary theory} hut again he adds to it a moral 
aspect, for he attempts to reconcile the problem of good and evil, 
making a hold assertion that each is necessary to the other. That God, 
in order to survive, must accept man and his worldly sin as well as his 
virtues. To destroy man and his world, God would find that he could not 
exist} or that inevitable consequences would follow his decree for the 
3 destruction of mankind in the day of judgment. 
3-ffor a pointed and reliable discussion of the effect of science 
and the Theory of Evolution upon Tennyson and other Victorians, 
consult Harold Nicolson, Tennyson (London, 1925), p. 264 ff. 
^Martha Hale Shackford, "Moody's 'The Fire-Bringer' for To-Day", 
Sewanee Review. XXVI (1918), 408* 
^Harriet Moody, Material in the Moody Panera. December 27» 1932, 
University of Chicago. 
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Tor Moody's treatment of science and its adjustment to Christianity, 
we may examine his poem "The Menagerie?; for it is his satirical treat¬ 
ment of the evolutionary thesis. 
She poem is a dramatic monologue and begins with impressions of 
a little intoxicated man who visits the zoo and gives his reactions 
to what he sees in the tent: 
Thank God my brain is not 
inclined to cut 
Such capers every day! I'm just 
about 
Mellov, but then— there goes the 
tent-flap shut. 
Bain's in the wind. I thought so: 
every snout 
Vas twitching when the keeper 
turned me out.£ 
He knows he is drunk but pretends he is sober. His language 
varies throughout the poem from that of street slang to a highly 
elevated tone. In slangy, street-corner terms he remarks: 
I'll foot it home to try and 
make believe 
I'm sober. After this I stick to beer 
And drop the circus when the sane 
folks leave. 
A man's fool to look at things 
too near; 
They look back, and begin 
to cup up queer.2 
Anyhow, he says, a man's a fool to examine things too near; for 
upon such close scrutiny, one usually finds things he does not want 
to admit. If one has a high opinion of himself, it will be better not 
to question it for fear of being disappointed or disillusioned in what 
he finds. That beasts or wild devils look at one with askance and when 
they do, they have the coolest and the queerest way of being something 
l"The Menagerie,” p. 6l, 
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other then what they appear to he* He is very much embarrassed at 
the penetrating look in the eyes of the leasts. Their gaze discon¬ 
certs him: 
... Just glance lack, if you dare 
The zebra chews, the nylghau hasn't stirred; 
But something's happened, Heaven knows 
what or where 
To freeze your scalp and pompadour 
your hair. 
He suffers much discomposure and embarrassment: 
I'm not precisely an aeolian lute 
Hung in the wandering winds of 
sentiment, 
But drown me if the ugliest, meanest 
brute 
Grunting and fretting in that sultry 
tent 
Didn't just floor me with embarrass¬ 
ment .1 
He says further that one minute the beasts are grand.-—some 
ugly, some amusing, and some queer—at other times they become 
hearth-mates of his, suggesting that they had all once been beasts 
together in the process of evolution and that they had been discarded 
in the development; therefore, their stare had the gaze of hopeless 
envy, hatred, and dim despair. Vi thin his blood his kindred spoke 
grotesque and monstrous voices, the implication being that prehistoric 
life was the genesis of his being and that nature, like a great science 
laboratory, had made experiments in order to perfect her creations from 
beast to man. This passage shows his recognition of kinship with the 
beasts: 
And suddenly, as in a flash of light, 
I saw great Hature working out her 
plan; 




Forever groping, testing, passing on 
To find at last the shape and soul 
of man.1 
Sature in her experiments had tried many fierce projects, accept¬ 
ing some and rejecting others, to find the perfect animal she sought 
and, at times, cringed, gloated, mocked, and was lordly, and was 
troubled at her findings. They were long, hard experiments; but she 
finally finds the Hider she sought-- man. Why, then, should these 
beasts quetion this superior being— man? Here is what Moody says 
about nature's rejected beasts in the chain of development: 
But why* should they, her botch-work, 
turn about 
And stare disdain at me, her finished 
job? 
Why was the place one vast suspended 
shout 
Of laughter? Why did all the day¬ 
light throb 
With soundless guffaw and dumb- 
stricken sob?2 
The man in the baggy trousers is helpless to withstand the 
terrible scorn and irony of the beasts' queer and humorous behavior. 
This Is what he says: 
Helpless I stood among those awful cages; 
The beast were walking loose, and I 
was bagged! 
I, I, last product of the toiling ages, 
Goal of heroic feet that never lagged, — 
A little man in trousers, slightly 
jagged.3 
The little man is amazed at the freedom of the animals which, 
though caged, seem to be freer in actuality than h» who is hedged 
in by social conventions or curbs of Various kinds. Their scorn and 
1Ibid.. p. 63. 
^Ibid.1 p. 64. 
3lbid,u pp. 61*—65* 
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pityi their satire, their laughter and mute silence constitute the 
worst kind of jury. He feels that Judgment-day would he a picnic to 
it; that their disgust at the sight of this BO-called perfect being 
is the most pungent kind of satire imposed upon him. 
Though "The Menagerie” does reveal Moody's acceptance of the 
"Theory of Evolution," as Lovett states,1 it also shows Moody's criti¬ 
cism of the Theory on the grounds that it makes no place for man's 
spiritual nature: 
Survival of the fittest, adaptation, 
And all their other evolution terms, 
Seem to omit one small consideration, 
To wit, that tumblebugs and angle- 
worms 
Have souls: there's soul in everything 
that squirms.^ 
The theme of this poem is evolution, and a contem¬ 
porary reviewer complained that the wobbling of the imaginary 
speaker's language from godlike eloquence to gutter argot 
is greater than the fumes of his much bad whiskey can 
account for. This point may be argued, but only the most 
fastidious critic would reject the delicious irony and 
far-reaching implications of 'The Menagerie* on so techni¬ 
cal and questionable a consideration. Bobert Morse Lovett, 
on. cit.. p. 210. 
The idea of this passage— the presence of the spiritual in the 
physical— is again echoed in The Masque of Judgment as in the follow¬ 
ing passage spoken by Baphael: 
I think for me Heaven seemed not 
Heaven till then, 
When from our seats of peace we 
could behold 
The strife of ripening suns and 
* -■, . withering moons 
Marching of ice-floes, and the 
nameless wars 
Of monster races laboring to 
be man; 
The Masque of Judgmant. p. 282. 
The Menagerie, p. 65 
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Moody shows that man's development is still unfinished when he 
mentions the leasts and their desire to seek man, not as he is, lut as 
perfect man: 
Man they desired, lut mind you, Perfect Man, 
She radiant and the loving, yet to lei 
I hardly wonder, when they came to scan 
The upshot of their strenuosity ^ 
They gazed, with mixed emotions upon me. 
2 
Through the medium of satire. Moody is alls to show through his in¬ 
toxicated character, who drops momentarily all inhibitions that leset 
him and speaks his sober mind as to the so-called perfect man, the 
weaknesses in the theory of evolution from the standpoint of pure matter. 
He shows Tery effectively that man has a spirit as well as a body and that 
nature has to psrfect loth for man to reach his highest perfection. 
In other words, the biological struggle means nothing without the culti¬ 
vation of man's humane and spiritual qualities, 
Mot only does Moody discover inadequacies in the pretensions of 
natural science as represented by the Theory of Evolution, but he finds 
dangers in the progress of applied science, Por his reaction to this 
phase of science, let us briefly examine "The Brute." 
According to Henry, the fullest single expression among Moody's 
poems with social themes is found in "The Brute." He says: 
Here we have the voice of labor and the mass feeling 
of revolt against the inhumanity of industry and the machine 
age. Into this poem with a Kipling rhythm and a Whitman 
strength and picturesqueness, Moody has injected a full 
statement of his optimism and faith in society. The mechani¬ 
zation of the age finds many scourgers; but nowhere do we 
have such a picture of the good that 'The Brute,' must finally 
effect on earth. Good may be born in evil or at least may 
arise from the ashes of destruction.3 
1Ibid.. pp. 66-67. 
2Alfred Kreymborg in the following statement implies a criticism 
of Moody's use of satire in "Thé Menagerie*" He says: "The satire on 
the survival of the fittest, examined by the jury of the beasts, closes 
on a note of shoddy humor." OP. Clt.. pp. 288-289* 
3D. D. Henry, OP. clt.. p. 59. 
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When he snorts the Wright cliffs crumble 
end the woods go down like hay; 
He lairs in pleasant cities, and the 
haggard people fret 
Squalid 'mid their new-got riches, 
soot begrimed and desolate. 
The poorer people are exploited and though they produce goods 
that bring riches, the few enjoy them while the masses remain in their 
squalid and desolate surroundings. This point of Tiew seems to parallel 
that expressed in "Jetsam.* It is an attack on excessive materialism, 
' ' • 2 
similar in approach and feeling to the other poems already discussed. 
The rich laughed exultantly at the might of the machine and said: 
...’How behold, the good time comes 
for the weariest; and the leastl 
We will use this lusty knave: 
Ho more need for men. to . slave; -- r.-.. 
We may rise and look about us 
and have knowledge ere the grave.'3 
The idea is that the machine will bring more leisure to all men, 
especially to the common man. But the, "Brute" says this: 
...Till the mills I grind have ceased. 
The riches shall be dust of dust, dry 
ashes to be the feasti* 
He will dig and hack until the heavens suffer lack; till God 
shall.feel a pleasure fail Him, end ask His cherubim: 
T 
I t 
'Who hath flung ypn mud-ball there 
Where my world went green and fair?' 5 
The ."Brute" shall laugh^when he hears the sentinels say, 5Tis 
the Brute they chained to labors but they have no good of him.*5 
^■"The Brute," p. 56. ’ 
^See Chapter II, pp. 52-60. 
3"The Brute," p. 56. 
4lbld.. p. 57 
;5Ibid., 
6Ibid.. p. 58. 
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Even though the "Brute" rages, a still small voice ltids them to 
rejoice. Ia short, as Buckham says, "Moody felt that the machine 
would restore to men their stolen heritage.*1- His optimistic view of 
the ultimate benefit of the machine is shown in this passage: 
For the Brute must bring the good time 
on; he has no other choice 
He may struggle, sweat, and yell, but he 
knows exceeding well 
He must work them out Salvation ere 
they send him back to hell.^ 
Furthermore, Moody feels that the machine must ultimately bring 
social justice: ; i,r ' 
He must give each man his portion, 
each his pride and worthy place; 
He must batter down the arrogant 
and lift the weary face, 
On each vile mouth set purity, on 
each low forehead grace.3 
Man can conquer and control the "Brute" if he will. However, he 
will have to exercise his knowledge and love of humane values to effect 
ultimate control. Pertinent to this point many writers have pointed 
out Moody's realistic optimism in this poem. Henry, for instance, 
thinks that Moody feels optimistic about the "Brute,” despite the dark 
picture he paints. This is what he says about Moody's faith in the 
* 
ultimate control of the machine: 
Moody also feels that *The Brute* will 'come to his own,' 
and be given a place 'twixt the Lion and the Eagle, by 
the armpost of the Throne. ' Moody can paint a dark picture, 
but he never leaves out the streaks of light which foretell 
the coming of dawn. In this broad idealism, all of Moody's 
social and political poems are conceived, and that he, with 
his confident trust in the values of universal brotherhood 
and democracy, removes from his despair over things as they 
are, an objectionable taint of pessimism.^ 
^John W. Buckham, ou. cit.. p. 353. 
2"lhe Brute," p. 58» 
3Ibid., p. 59. 
D. Henry, ou, cit.. p. 59. 
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Indeed, in essential agreement with. Henry, Kreymborg says: 
11 The Brute* is a powerful portrait of the American 
machine*.*. The poet derides the Tiev of later intellectual 
who, dreading the machine, yearn for farmer eras with 
nostalgic sighs. He shows that Frankenstein must he 
tamed to serve his inventors, so that, 1 at the last day,' 
men ’will whistle him'away1 and lead him to the Lord to be 
honored, not condemned.1 - 
Lovett also states that the poem is not only modern in conception 
hut takes a backward and forward glance to those plays that show signs 
of ultimate control of the machine» 
The poem is a celebration of applied science, such as we 
find in Kipling's 'MacAndrew's Hymn'... that it has been 
called the 'most modern of Moody's poems,' and while his 
conceptions of women and God are equally modern in the sense 
that they are timeless, it is undoubtedly true that 'The 
Brute' treats in modern fashion of what is perhaps the most 
timely and insistent of present-day problems. It looks 
back to Samuel Butler's Erewhon. and forward to such plays 
as the Capek Brothers1 R.U.R. and George Kaiser's Gas, 
and it might stand as the poetic distillation of Stuart 
Chase's treatise on Men and Machines? 
This statement to be sure, clinches not only Moody's alertness 
to the problems created by science and inventions but his provocative 
and potent stand on matters that move him. Such a man, then, would 
naturally develop from center certain fundamental beliefs about life 
and living. Let us briefly examine these beliefs which illuminate 
Moody's quest for truth and the higher reality. 
l-ALfred Kreymborg, op., clj., p. 291. 
^Robert Mores Lovett, on. cit.. pp. 209-210. 
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In the "Soad-Eymn for the Start,* Moody attempts to male* an 
adjustment to ideals. Eero, he Is concerned with spirituel aspi¬ 
rations rather then physical. Writing to this point Henry saysi 
In this poem, Moody is concerned with a quest that 
is higher than physical comforts and ties of the home. 
It is a spiritual quest that h« advocates » a higher 
reality. Moody is saying to put away home times although 
to do so means 'keen distress';;' ignore the attractions 
of a conventional world and yield to the voice which 
cries ♦Wander!1 One should seek not the goal hut hearken 
to the spirit which directs the journey. Journey toward 
the life for which we long,* 
Moody paints a picture of the pleasures of the home in the first 
stansat 
heave the early hells at chime, 
Leave the kindled hearth to blazs, 
Leave the trellised panes where children 
linger out the vaklng time, 
Leave the forms of sons end fathers 
trudging through the misty ways, 
Leave the sounds of mothers taking up 
their sweet laborious day®.** 
As simple as the scene is, there is much In it to cause one*s 
soul to yearn with keen distress as shown in thess lines; 
Pass them by! Even while our soul 
learns to them with keen distress 
Unto then a part Is given; ws will strive 
to ses the vholet3 
^■D. D. Henry, on. clt..p. 78. Mrs. Moody further illuminates 
Moody’s idea of quest when she make this statement! 
♦ Road-Eymn for the Start ’ embodies an idea very per¬ 
sistent in his mind. This idea finds fuller expression 
in 'fhe Faith-Healer; namely, that it is, or may he, 
necessary for one who is dedicated to a great purpose to 
renounce the common lot of life. Harriet Moody to Robert 
Mores Lovett, Moody Paners. University ef Chicago. 
2"Road-Hymn for the Start," p# 12. 
3lMd. 
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The Implication in the last line is that to pursue the quest, 
one must envision the purpose for which he strives. In short, the 
whole is greater than any of its parts; and, in order to pursue it, one 
might have to sacrifice,even to forsake family ties, to achieve his 
quest. 
It has often filled the soul with dread of the uncertainty of the 
journey, hut once it is begun we put it out of our minds: 
Bash it was to bathe our souls there, but 
we plunged and all was done. 
That is lives and lives behind us- 
lo, our journey is begun. 1 
Once we take the open way, we are not concerned where the road 
leads us: 
Careless where our face is set, 
Let us take the open way. 
Soldiers heedless of their harryT Pilgrim - 
people gone astray? 
We have heard a voice cry "Wander 
That was all we heard it say. 
We wander onward, beckoned by the heavens and the moon, journeying 
toward the life for which we long. Then we search and search, for 
the goal seems to be endless: 
Sod, who gives the bird., its anguish, 
Maketh nothing manifest 
But upon our lifted foreheads pours 
the boon of endless quest.3 
It : is clear that Moody shows in this poem a basic principle in 
Christian living and self-realization: to sacrifice and forsake im- 
1Ibid.. p. 13. 
2md. 
3lbid., p. 14, 
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mediate» narrow goals for more comprehensive, spiritual ones. She 
attainment of these goals require constant struggle and endless quest. 
This same theme is repeated in "The Faith-Healer," which like 
"Boad-Hymn for the Start," raises vital questions concerning dynamic, 
fruitful living. Belative to the similarity of the two poems, Henry, 
speaking of "The Faith-Healer" makes this observation: 
It is, like 'Eoad-Hymn For the Start,1 a work which repre¬ 
sents a theme for quest. It is different in that it presents 
a problem; Can one take the 'open way* and at the same time 
share the common lot of mant-*...Exultantly, the poet rejoices 
in the divine gift of human impulse toward quest and he would 
have all men realize its value.1 
The idea of quest is so prominent in the philosophy and approach 
of Moody that many writers think of him as the great questioner. In 
talking of Moody's constant search for the roots of life, Buckham, for 
example, says: 
He is evidently trying to get at the hidden meaning of 
this fascinating, perplexing world in which he found himself 
at once so entranced and so mystified. Captivated tho he was 
with the world of beauty, he was no unthinking hedonist. He 
was a questioner. He faced the sphinx. The spirit of inter¬ 
rogation appears and reappears in his poems. His questions 
are not put idly but intensely*, sometimes poignantly. 
^D. D. Henry, on. cit., p. 78. Some had interpreted this play 
as expounding the views of the Christian Science cult. But Mrs. 
Moody in the following passage explodes this interpretation of the 
play* 
It is simply a love story, discussing in dramatic 
terms the point that you note in your comment upon the 
'Boad-Hymn';;’ but Will threw the discussion of this subject 
into the life of a mystic, an itinerant 'healer'; —because 
of his interest in the case of Slattern as you suggest. 
The fact that this play was a discussion as to whether a 
man with a vocation should permit himself to give way to 
the joy of human love is proved by the fact Will wrote 
three versions of 'The Faith-Healer' with some time 
between the writing of these versions. In the first he made 
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"Old Pourquoi" crossed his pathway more than once.* 
The reference to "Old Pourquoi" in the foregoing statement is 
significant; for it refers to a poem which in title and theme goes 
to the center of Moody's beliefs. 
Evidently, Moody and his companion, Daniel Mason, were traveling 
in Prance^ when they met an old man in one of the valleys. The 
time of day was late afternoon as shown in the first stanza: 
'TVas not yet night, but night 
was due; 
The earth had fallen chalky-dun;3 
The road was very straight and the two men could see in the dis¬ 
tance the roofs and spires that rose up as they approached the towns: 
Then rose to where far roofs and 
spires 
Etched a vague strip of Norman 
sky 
The sea-wind had begun to sigh 
From tree to tree, and up the 
wires . 
Slid its frail, mounting cry. 
the healer give up his love for the sake of his work; in the 
second, he gave up the work for the sake of love. The great 
importance of the existing version is that he realized that 
the highest dedication to your work must also include the 
deeper reactions of love upon that work. Letter from 
Harriet Moody to Robert Morse Lovett, Moody Pacers. University 
of Chicago. 
*John W. Buckham, on. cit., p. 349. 
^Some incidents of this trip have been revealed by Mason in a 
letter to Lovett. Letter from Daniel Gregory Mason to Robert Morss 
Lovett, New York, April 12, 1931, Moody Papers. University of 
Chicago. 
3"Old Pourquoi," p. 121* 
*Ibid. 
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All afternoon their minds had reveled in various thoughts, as 
they watched the skies and old forts and towns and talked of the many 
problems and wrongs of earth. Then, the next morning a peasant's 
door unexpectedly opened before them: 
And Heaven knows what suspense 
and doubt 
Prowled in the duski A peasant's 
door 
Where naught was visible before 
Opened, and let the lamp shine ; 
out 
Across the crumpled moor. 
A stone's throw off some drowsy sheep became frightened and 
scampered away; and across the shallow vale came a voice from the 
distance—*first eerie, then shrill, - and dropped to a querulous, 
questioning minor song, rising in a crescendo with a solearn gust, 
through disastrous bars until it reached sudden jars of discord and then 
soared into a heaven whose stars: 
Twinkled to some immortal jest. 
And satire was the cosmic mood;—- 
Upon which, down the twilight road. 
With stolid haste, monotonous sest, 
Shuffled or limped or strode,-2 
Then questions arise in the poet's mind as to what the voice might 
have been. He muses about King David, Hamlet, the ghost of a murdered 
king, the buss of wasps set off by croaking frogs, Laocoon in the 
"fall of Troy" when he was attacked by the serpent, and Paul Verlaine, 
who talked with the Han of Us outside his prison-pane. Then suddenly 
a figure appears: 
.bid., p. 122 
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One moment by the darkening Vest 
Ve saw the grand old grizzled 
head , 
The stricken face, the rolling, red, 
Quizzical eyeballs, the bared chest, 
Hairy, Homeric, spread^ 
Vlth knotted hands upraised, he uttered the words, 
Pourquoi? Pourquoi? and then vanished over the hill. The poet 
asks his companion if he heard. He said, "Yes,11 he heard a tune fit 
for the mutinous dead to march to when Prometheus led, and crowds 
stormed heaven; but all he said was Pourquoi. The poet answers: 
Pourquoi? Pourquoi? Yes, that was alii 
Only the darkest cry that haunts 
The corridors of tragic chance, 
Couched in the sweet, satirical, 
Impudent tongue of Prance.2 
Moody attempts to answer the query, as is shown at the end of 
the poem. He says: 
I wonder down what road to-night 
You shuffle; from what plunging star 
Your gnarled old hands uplifted are, 
Between moth-light and cockshut-light, 
Calling young hearts to wari3 
"Calling young hearts to war" is pregnant with meaning and sug¬ 
gestions. It is Emerson's "American Scholar" and "Self-Beliance" 
combined—a declaration of var on complacency and slavish imitation. 
In this connection, the following statement of Henry is pertinent: 
In the last line of 'Old Pourquoi,' Moody has suggested 
the purpose of the query: to call 'young hearts to war!1 
Here we have the poet's answer to the question of the poem. 
The obstacles before the free spirit, the barriers to the 
open mind are a challenge to a war upon all things which 
tend to obstruct independent thinking.^ 
In contrast to this poem which calls "young hearts to war,” 
Moody also shows what sometimes happens to the experienced man in the 
llbid.. n. 124. 
2Ibid.. p. 125. 
3TbId.. p. 126. 
D. Henry, on. cit.. 77-78. 
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quest. Many times his enthusiasm is chilled; disappointment and 
disillusionment set in; the rashness of youth is vanquished by cold 
despair; indeed, "the exultation of the dreamer has been punctured by 
disappointment. " ^ 
But, despite disappointment Moody gives us an encouraging message 
of the handful of heroes, who press on in their endless quest for the 
meaning of life; 
Yet, 0 worn brothers, much enduring 
men. 
Without search, without striving, we 
go on, 
for I am told at heart that we shall 
find! 
Perhaps for sunken by a canyon pool, 
Under the soft rein of a cataract 
Which leaps and scatters down the 
walls of Death.2 
from the last line, one can see Moody's belief that finally one 
may achieve the goal for which he seeks, even if it comes after 
death. "There is a hint of immortality in that line," as Buckham 
puts it.-^ 
Besides his firm belief in the favorable outcome of quest -- 
despite its travail — Moody is unswerving in his belief in Christ, 
a belief and a mystical experience reminiscent of William Blake • 
J-Ibid.. p. 82. 
The fountain," p. 176. 
3john W. Buckham, op. cit. ,p. 351. 
^Henry makes this distinction between Moody and Blake: 
The chief contrast between the two poets lies in Moody's 
proximity to the actuality of living. He is comparatively 
clear in his expression of the intangible and always do we 
have the feeling that a virile and well balanced nature is 
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Even then, the poet's glad spirit feels no reproof as the un- 
spiritual figure is placed on the tree. To one who stood under a . 
myrtle tree nearby, and who seemed to be a stranger the same as the 
poet, Moody speaks as follows: 
I said, "these youths who bear along 
The symbols of their Saviour's wrong, 
The spear, the garment torn, 
The flaggel, and the thorn, — 
"Why do they make this mummery? 
Would not a brave «tan gladly die 
4 For a much smaller thing 
Than to be Christ and King?"^ 
The stranger makes no answer, so the poet turns to view the 
jeweled eidolon, throned in its hundred candles. The crowd is prostrate 
before it, and the stranger also kneels» Then not to kneel, seems 
like a vulgar boast to the poet; so he does' likewise: 
I knelt. The doll-face, waxen white 
Flowered out a living dLlmhess" ; bright 
Dawned the dear mortal grace 
Of my own mother's face.^ - ? 
He is <amaxsd.at the waxen, figure which is transformed to a life¬ 
like face of his own mother. When they had stood up, the street was 
vacant and there was a serenity in the air: 
When we were risen up, the street 
Was vacant; all the air hung sweet 
With lemonsflowers; and soon 
The sky would hold the moon.3 
_ The poet and the strange figure walk away in silence along the 
odorous hill. It was dark for a while, but the moon peered forth 
and he was able to see the face of the figure. He was heart-stung, 
for ha realized who He was and said: 
1Ibld.. p. 9. 
2Ibi&.. ~; 
3lbid.. p. 10 
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■friend! Master! " I eried falteringly 
"Thou seest the thing they make of thee 
Oh, by the light divine 
My Bother shares with thine, 
Then he hegs Him to share His life with hist: 
"I beg that I may lay my head 
Upon thy shoulder and he fed 
With thoughts of "brotherhood!"2 
He wants to he identified with God and hopes for the doctrine of 
brotherhood to he shared hy all. They continue to walk silently 
again: 
So through the odorous wood, 
More silently than friends new-found 
We walked. It the first meadow 
hound 
His figure ashen-stoled - 
Sank in the moon's hroad gold.-3 
The second occasion when Moody Bald he saw Christ in person was 
during a visit to Athens, Greece. In a letter to Mrs. Moody, he 
comments on the beautiful scenery— white domes, minarets on the 
mosques, and latticed windows against a sky of passionate blue. 
The poet, after viewing the beautiful scenery, mentions an incident 
that had a powerful and indelible impression upon him. In reference 
to the picturesqueness of the city, he says: 
This meeting of the East and West may have given color 
to a scene which I beheld this morning and which will 
haunt me for many days. On the beach at the out skirts of.' 
the town a number of fishing boats were drawn up, and the 
nets drying. The sailors were lying asleep in the fierce 
sun - except one, who had heaved his boat on her side and 
was caulking her. By him stood a man dressed in a long 
robe of coarse stuff, bareheaded talking earnestly to the 
stooping sailor. I took him for a Greek priest, by reason 
of his long hair and spiritual profile. There was something 
in the spare frame of the man, the slight stoop of his 
shoulders, and the calm intensity of his sttitude, which 
made my heart stop beating. Presently he turned to look at 
llbid.. pp. 10^11 
2lbld.. p. 11. 
3Ibid.. p. 11. 
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me, end it was indeed He. This has happened to me tvice 
now— once "before at Sarrento, seven years ago.^- 
Moody uses this same incident in his poetic vision of the poem 
"Second Coming." In it he relates certain visions he has "before en¬ 
countering Christ and states the place «here they occur to him: 
Once, "by an arch of ancient stone. 
Beneath Italian olive-trees 
(in penecostal youth, too prone 
To visions such as these).^ 
He sees from the mountain range the motley town «here Turk and 
Greek spit scorn and hatred as he passed-- that is, he notes the 
poverty of the people as indicated in these lines: 
Seraglio windows, doors that reek 
Sick perfume of the mass;3 
Also, he sees the place, where the Vest meets the Bast: 
The muezzin cry from Allah's tower. 
french sailors singing in the street; 
The Western meets the Eastern power. 
And mingles— this islets* 
Then he views Mount Ida, where Zeus reigns supreme: 
Yonder on snowy Ida, Zeus 
Was cradled; through those 
mountain haunts 
The new moon hurried, letting loose 
The raving Cory Wants,5 
His mind falls upon Thebes and Cadmos with the slim wild god for 
whoa Euripides composed a deathless hymn, and upon Ajalon where young 
Judah*s lion ramped for war and Daedalus built a temple for the 
Minotaur. With no surprise or certainly no astonishment, he sees a 
figure whom he recognizes before he lifts Jlis head and fixes His eyes 
upon him* Then he says: 
■4tay 10, 1902; quoted in D. D. Henry, ou. cit.. p. 226. 
2"Second Coming," p. 115. 
3lbid. 
4Ibld. 
5Ibid.. pp. 115-116. 
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That it was he; far off I knew 
The leaning figure by the boat, 
The long straight gown of faded hue; 
The hair that round his throat 
Tell forward as he bent in speech 
Above the naked sailor there, 
Calking his vessel on the beach 
Full in the noonday glare.1 
Sharp sounds rang from the sailor's mallet and he would have 
spoken to the figure over him if He had not turned his eyes to the 
poet to say: 
"Yes, and is it thou?"^ 
r 
Without waiting for an answer, Christ turns aghin and leans over 
the sailor with His sunburnt hair falling forward, hiding His face 
from the poet. With only an instant's gaze at the figure, he feels 
a cool wind descend upon him from far-off Ida that said stay and sit 
a while. He does, and in his imagination he sees the waves of the 
Mediterranean as they touch the North to Sunium, West by England's 
war-cliff strong to the place where Ulysses' men saw the mountain 
that Dante mentions in his song; he visualizes the coastline where 
butterflies abound and bright beach flowers form a bower beneath them; 
and he sees young lovers of the island, girls in their frivolity. 
After an hour in his stupor or trance, he answers: 
"Yea, it is I, 't is I indeed.' 
Sut who art thou, and 
planne8t what? 
Beyond all use, beyond all needl 
Importunate, unbesought, 
Unwelcome, unendurable! 
To the vague boy I was before-- 
0 unto him thou earnest well; 
But, now a boy no more,3 
The poet is puzzled as to what is Christ's purpose for coming 
again. Is there something still that he wants done? He says that 
1Ibid.. pp. 116-117. 
2lbid., p. 117. 
3lbid.. p. 119. 
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he has loved him but he has a question he would like answered. Being 
the pagan that he is. Moody wants to know what he thinks of the beauty 
of Greece and the mythological figures around them. He asks him: 
"To play on the delirious hills 
Three summer days, three summer 
nights, 
Where wert thou when these had their 
wills! 
How liked thee their delights?1 2 
Then he tells Him that his great land knows that its fathers knew 
Him, but he condemns His churches as having become empty shells since 
His image faded from the earth* He asks, then, what purpose did He 
have in coming again? What was Ha trying to say to the sailor: 
"But oh, upon what errand, then 
Leanest thou at the sailor's ear? 
Hast thou yet more to say, that men 
Have heard not, and must hear?"2 ?• 
Moody wonders if there might still be something man must do in 
his spiritual struggle to attain the fullest realization of his ideal, 
the truth of a higher reality. Was there something, yet not discovered 
by man, that He wanted him to learn of His works? Mrs. Moody in a letter 
to Lovett throws interesting light on these questions. She writes : 
I believe the question he asks at the close of the "Second 
Coming" bears more particularly upon the idea that the whole 
meaning of the life and teaching of Jesus might not yet have 
appeared to men in its true quality; not that God himself has 
been undergoing development.5 
1Ibld.. p. 12a 
2Ibid. 
3Letter from Harriet Moody to Hobert Morss Lovett, June 15, 193°» 
Moody Fauers. University of Chicago. 
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According to Henry, this poem, like "Sood Friday" is a poetic 
inspiration; that it is more dramatic, however, with a subtle dis¬ 
tinction^ which Professor Lovett has clearly explained: 
... it reveals Moody's change during the years (four years 
intervene between the publishing dates of the two mystical 
poems) from the mystic acquiescence of 'penecostal youth1 
to passionate questioning. Now, as if to dramatize the 
difference, instead of intimate converse there is but 1 the instant's 
gaze, no more, and sweat and shuddering of the mind', and the 
poet withdraws to ponder.2 
From the foregoing discussion, one may arrive at the conclusion 
that Moody's beliefs and mystical experiences substantiate a Sod that 
is anthropomorphic. But, as Manley points out, Moody's Sod varied 
according to the purposes of his poems: 
The personality of a divine being, then, was very real 
to Moody. But always is his conception poetic and his 
pictures vary according to the purposes of his poems. 
Sometimes Sod is a presence, sometimes a companion; occa¬ 
sionally, too, he refers to the Puritan Sod, so that, 
altogether, 'Sod figures ambiguously in his poetry.' 
Nevertheless, the single impression comes to the reader 
that Moody's Sod was the Sod of manifold existence to 
whom Eve sang.3 
From this, one may gather that Moody's view of Sod was not static, 
nor entirely conventional. As in his views of other matters, Moody's 
thoughts on Sod are‘those of a man who has thought deeply, read 
widely, and lived purposefully. He attempts to synthesize "all 
the best that has been said and done." And in his religious con¬ 
victions, Moody has done just this. Speaking of Moody's religious 
themes -and ïbëliefuShackford says this: 
Moody's theme was the immutable, eternal unity of Sod and man. 
Seeking to express this in poetic, concrete imagery, inter¬ 
preting his spiritual conviction in terms comprehensible 
to all readers, he turned to the two chief religious traditions 
•4). D. Henry, on. cit.. p. 62. 
^Robert Morss Lovett, on, dit», p. 217. 
3john M. Manley, "Introduction," Poems and Poetic Dramas of Villiam 
Vaughn Moody, op. cit.. p. xlii. 
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of the western world.-» the pagan and the Christian.... 
He saw no need for verisimilitude. In pagan as well 
as in Christian setting he used freely whatever he chose 
of the essential teaching of evolution, of the developing 
philosophy of idealism, and the doctrines of complete 
freedom of the will, the individual's power of choice.1 
Indeed, in The Fire-Brlnger. Moody shows the"eternal unity of God 
and man," in demonstrating that man shares power with the divine. 
Shackford says that Prometheus does this, hut conditions of life make 
it necessary for him to assert his power in order to get what he 
wants: 
Prometheus emphasizes man's power of achievement, and 
insists it is identical with the divine, although the 
conditions of life make it essential that man wrest from the 
gods that which he would possess. 
The following passage from The Fire-Brin&er expresses the equality 
of man's power with the divine; hut he must wrest from the gods that 
which he wants: 
For these, if you would keep them, 
you must strive 
Morning and night against the 
zealous gods, 
With anger, and with laughter, 
and with love; 
But no man has them till 
he brings them down 
Vith love, and rage, and laughter 
from the heavens,-- 
Himself the heavens, himself 
the scornful gods, 
The sun, the sun-thief, and 
the flaming reed 
That kindles new the beauty 
of the world.3 
^Martha Hale Shackford, op. cit.. p. 410, 
2lbid.. p. 414. 
3The Jlre-Bringer. p. 258» 
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From the implication of the passage, one can see that if 
Prometheus is to he successful in his effort to steal fire from 
heaven, he must quest, he must show the adventurous spirit even 
to rebellion against the gods—- the status quo. r Oh-thif point, 
Lovett is very clear. He says: 
...In The Fire-Eringer it is man who rebels against the 
Deity, driven to that act because God has turned away 
from him. The Fire-Bringer is, of course, Prometheus, 
whose gift of fire to humanity at the cost of untold 
suffering to himself has moved to many poets to 
identify him with human genius. But Moody includes 
in the flame which Prometheus wrested from Olympus all 
light from the sun to the altar lamp, and even to the 
spark that kindles in the human mind.^ 
▲Iso Bhodope, a character in the play, expresses vividly the 
questing, fighting spirit of Prometheus. She exclaims to Pyrrha, 
her mothert 
...MotherJ MotherJ 
Look hither, look at last , 
for it is time. 
Up through the crud and 
substance of the cloud 
Prometheus wrestles with 
bird of Godi2 
Moody, however, is opposed to the idea that man and God are 
separate and fundamentally hostile to one another. 
Pandora shows the unity of God and man when she says: 
I stood within the heart of God; 
It seemed a place that I 
had known; 
(I was blood-sister to the clod. 
Blood brother to the stone.) 
I found my love and labor there, 
My house, my raiment, meat 
and wine, 
My ancient rage, my old despair 
Tee, all things that were mine.3 
lEobert Mores Lovett, or. cit.. Hotes, pp. 231-232. 
^The Fire-Brinaer. p. 264. 
3The Fire-Bringer. p. 267. 
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To be sure. Moody shove in this passage that the Divine Spirit 
is within us as without. There .is a divinity in man as Emerson would 
say. To Shackford, this belief is the key to Moody's faith: 
In these lines is the key to Moody's faith. The 
divine spirit is within us as well as without. He suffers 
with Prometheus. He is understanding, aspiration, and an 
eternal sympathizer in the life which He has created. 
Hever more can the conception of a God of wrath and cruel 
vindictiveness be admitted by the minds of men. Most 
significantly, Moody makes earth men and women change their 
conception of God as they slowly develop higher ideas. 
Singing the might of Eros and lac chus, they gradually 
abandon their earthly ideas of the divine, and as their 
fleshly moods are refined away...they, through the mouths 
of young men, acknowledge the supremacy of one God, a god 
of inner eternal light.* 
This "supremacy of one God, a God of inner eternal light," 
is echoed and acknowledged by the chorus of young men who declare: 
Ve say we will follow thee and 
put all other away, 
Jor thou alone, 0 thou alone art he 
Who settest the prisoned spirit free, 
And sometimes leadest the rapt soul 
°a 2 
Where never mortal thought has gone.6 
And Pandora sings about the changing seasons and how they quicken 
her awareness of the divine spark within her: 
Then suddenly in my own heart 
I felt God walk and gaze about; 
He spoke; his words seemed held apart 
With gladness and with doubt 
Here are my seasons; winter, spring. 
Summer the same, and autumn spills 
The fruits I look for; everything 
As on my heavenly hills.3 
iMartha H. Shackford, ox>. clt.. pp. 414-415. 
2The Pire-Bringer. p. 270. 
3Ibid., p. 268. 
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It is significant that Moody selects a woman to sing this song; 
for Moody in relations with his wife and other women always showed 
the greatest respect and always acknowledged the important part they 
play in effecting Unity. Kreymborg makes much of this point in his 
observation on The Fire-Bringer: 
In 'Pandora's Song' from 'The Fire-Bringer,• Moody 
like Browning, sings his faith in woman, and through her, 
his belief in the identity of God and man. Pandora can 
feel God walking about her heart and hear Him finding the 
seasons in her--'everything as on my heavenly hills.' 
Paganism and Christianity woo each other here.l 
Though The Fire-Bringer establishes man's independence and 
the necessity of rebellion, it nevertheless Indicates the need for 
harmony and unity. 
In The Masoue of Judgment, the second in the trilogy, man is 
the object of God's wrath. This play, because of its material, 
aroused critical question among some of Moody's most intimate friends. 
Moody did not, as some thought, intend this drama to be a theological 
speculation* In a letter to Mrs. Crawford H. Toy, he says: 
Your objection to the theology would be well taken 
if there were any theology in it. There isn't an ounce, 
or at least if there is, it is there against my will. 
Of course I didn't intend my strangely unpleasant God 
to be taken seriously. To me the whole meaning and value 
of the poem lies in the humanistic attitude and character 
of Raphael, the philosophic outlook of Uriel, and the plea 
for passion as a means of salvation everywhere latent. The 
rest of it is only my theological machinery for symbolizing 
the opposed doctrine — that of the denial of life. As 
Christianity (contrary, of course, to the wish and meaning of 
its founder) has historically linked itself with this doctrine, 
I included certain aspects of it in this mythological apparatus,— 
always with a semi-satirical intention...3 
^-Alfred Kreymborg, on. cit.. p. 2b?. 
^Robert Morss Lovett, op. cit., Rotes, p. 232. 
^Letter from William Vaughn Moody to Mrs. Crawford H. Toy, 
1900, Moody Papers. University of Chicago. 
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As the drama opens, Raphael seems to he disturbed and shows 
conflicting emotion as to whether he prefers to he an angel or an 
earth creature. His sympathy leans toward earth: 
Another night like this would change 
my hlood 
So human: the soft tumult of the sea 
Under the moon, the panting of the 
stars, 
She notes of querulous lore from 
pool and clod, 
...Such another night 
Would quite unsphere me from 
my angelhood! 
Shrice Z hare touched my lute's 
least human strings 
And hushed their throbbing, hearing 
how they spake 
Sheer earthly, they that once so 
heavenly sarng.^ 
Then he breaks into song about the earth: 
Laugh, earthl For thy feigning 
face is wise 
Shere is naught so clear as thy 
morning eyes; 
And the sun thy lord is an 
easy lordJ^ 
He tells Uriel earth is dear to him. Uriel answers him: 
Mock not, sweet brother! thou 
who knowest well- 
Better than I or Michael or the 
rest- 
The throes that shake these clots 
of passionate clay;3 
J-The Masque of Judgment, "Prelude," Scene I, p. 276. 
2Ibid.. p. 277, 
3lbid.. p. 278. 
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Raphael then says: 
My heart makes question which 
were the worthier slate 
For a free soul to chooser*” angelic 
calm, 
Angelic vision, ehhless, increscent, 
Or earth-life wit£ its reachlngs 
and recoils,1 
Uriel tells him God did not create earth until he felt the need 
of doing so: 
With pangs of dim division# Long He 
strove 
Against his bosom's deep necessity. 
Whereupon Raphael tells Uriel Heaven meant little to him until 
he could envision monster races laboring to be man. Uriel makes this 
reply: 
...Could no form 
Of being stanch thee in thy groping thought 
Save this of Man? Pony and terrible; 
Apt to imagine, powers beyond himself 
...nursing in his veins 
More restlessness than called him 
from the void, 
Perfidies, hungers, dream, idolatries, 
Pain, laughter, wonder, anger, sex, 
and songj3 
Uriel's reference to a medley of things in man gives Raphael 
another thought: 
God had one other thought, more 
sweet, more dire; . 
Thy latest words remind thee. 
ilbid., p. 279. 
2Ibid.. p. 281. 
3IMd., p. 283. 
hlbid. 
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By this time they hear a girl's roiee as she sings. Then Uriel 
says: 
3 
...Unto man. i 
Woman vas due. So hearts 
of fire more fire, 
So pride of strength a still 
subduing strength.1 
From the conversation between the two heavenly figures, one can 
easily see what Moody meant when he said Raphael represents humanistic 
qualities while Uriel shows a philosophical outlook on life» His 
logical, suavely balanced answers to Raphael's expressions show his 
philosophical insight and, incidentally, that of Moody too. 
But all is not well in heaven as seen in these lines spoken by 
Raphael: 
...When I enter Heaven gate 
Fear comes upon me, for I 
seem to feel ? 
Some subtle waning of accustomed Joy, 
Angel of the Pale Horse answers Raphael and says: 
...The cause is here 
Here in the wild and sinful 
heart of man,^ 
Raphael wonders what would happen if man did surrender his will 
to G-od : 
What if they rendered up their 
wills to His? 
Hushed and subdued their perso¬ 
nality? 
Become as members^of the 
living tree?^ 
J-Ibid.. p. 28h. 
2lbid.. Scene II, p. 290. 
3lbid.. p. 291. 
**Tbld.. 
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She Pale Horse says that rumor has it that: 
...Those who consent 
So render up their clamorous 
wills to Him, 
So merge their fretful feeing 
in his peace, 
He will accept: the rest He will destroy*1 
Shat God will destroy those who fail to merge their free will.in¬ 
to His will iç,. .however, a belief to which Moody was opposed. As 
G. B. Bose states, The Masque "is a reverent, but tremendous, pro¬ 
test against the doctrine of eternal punishment.■ 2 3 4 
As a matter of fact, Moody seems to believe in a God of love, 
not of vindictiveness and hate. Raphael in his "Hymn to Man” 
symbolizes God's feelings toward man: 
0 heart of man, how I have 
loved thee 13 
Furthermore, Moody believes that if God loves man whom He 
has created, He will not, cannot destroy him: 
Love is his skill untaught, 
Love is his ore, his furnace, 
and his tool; 
Mho makes, destroyeth not, 
But much is dashed in pieces 
by the fool.4 
Zn fact, God so loves man that He has endowed him with freedom 
of will, with the power of election. Raphael expresses this: 
1Ibid. 
2G. B. Rose, "Two Poets: V. B. Teats and William Vaughn Moody,” 
She Sewanee Review Quarterly, IZ (July, 1901), 332-333» iu. the 
Moody Papers. University of Chicago. 
3 She Mas crue of Judgment. Act III, Scene I, p. 338. 
4Ibid.. p. 340. 
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Take not away Man's ancient dignity, 
The privilege and power to elect 
his veys 
His kingly self-possession.1 
Moreover, nan has something of the godhead in hias 
Oh, how should Man into the 1 * 
dust he trod, 
Who is himself a god.2 
Surely, then, if God destroys man, He of necessity would destroy 
Himself. The implication in the dialogue between Raphael and Uriel 
is, therefore, that God by destroying man is subject to self-destruction. 
Good and evil are both creations of His own hand. If God loves man, 
he will tolerate the evil as well as the good: 
To save Him from himself not cherubim 
Nor seraphim avail*, Who loves not life . ., ; ,r. 
Receiveth not lifeU gifts 
, . , at any hand.; ,r. ^ 
: The implication of this passage is clear: God can not live if 
he destroys, if he hates, life. .;God, then, is dependent on His 
creatures for survival as they ire upon Him. In a letter to 
Ï. T. A. Junkin, Moody makes this point of interpendehee clear and 
concrete: 
Eroadly speaking I wished to show the impasse into 
which dogmatic theology, especially the doctrine of vicarious 
redemption and the abnegat ion of the individual will, leads, 
when pushed to its logical conclusion... I wished to suggest 
a natural basis of religion and of morals, founded in the 
passionate, egoistic, and restless nature of man. This I 
tried to do by hinting that the fate of God depends directly 
upon that of man, that the moral victory or defeat of the 
Divine spirit is affected from moment to moment by the moral 
victory or defeat of these human souls which are a part of 
1Ibid.. p. 354. 
2Ibld.. p. 375. 
3lbid.. Act. T, Scene II, p. 389 
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that Spirit, and by the welfare or the reverse of all 
things which go to make up the 'body of God. '(Pantheism, 
of course, but with a difference.) The destruction which 
overtakes the God of the Mas erne is possible only because 
He tries to exist separately from his 'creatures' (which 
are really himself) and does not win this salvation in and 
through them. I have tried also to broaden and humanize 
the conception of the terms 'good' and *evil£) in correspon¬ 
dence with modern thought; and to show that evil is only 
perverted or exaggerated or somehow misapplied energy, which 
reclaimed from such perversion...becomes good.l 
For the third member of the Trilogy, in which Moody continues 
the idea of the unity of God and man, we turn to the fragmentary 
drama, The Death of Eve. 
Mrs. Moody, in presenting a synopsis of the play, gives a clear 
indication of what Moody intends to show in this unfinished drama. 
She says: 
Eve, the eternal woman, having survived 'ages of years,' 
has undergone a new spiritual awakening, in which her vision 
has been cleared sufficiently to enable her to see that her 
sin had existed only in distorted fancy; and that God's 
creatures really live within His being and cannot be estranged 
from him. Eve... feels a compulsion to return to the Garden 
where her first thought of defiance had originated. Seek¬ 
ing one of her kindred to accompany her, she finally accepts 
the youngest of her descendants— a lad of spiritual insight— 
a poet and musician, and they set out to find Cain and to 
take him with them for the supreme reconciliation. The 
acceptance of her command by Cain and the tender note of life's 
Joy on the part of the lad. Jubal, close the first act, which 
was to have been concluded in form by a lyric, sung by tfubal 
as he leads the little*maid, Abdera, up to the city of Cain. 
The two concluding acts were to have included the return of 
Adam to the Garden, ostensibly following Eve, but to partici¬ 
pate in the resolution of life which she proposed.2 
^Letter from William Vaughn Moody, to f. T. A. Junkin, May 31» 
1901, Moody Pacers. University of Chicago. 
%arriet Moody, Moody Facers. December 27, 1932, University 
of Chicago. 
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Por Ere*s expressions on the unity of (rod and man and some of 
the changes wrought by her spiritual awakening observe what she says 
to Jubal: 
...«Jubal, Jubal, 
I know not what is in me! 
I am changed 
Proa all I was.l 
Eve realizes that what she once considered as a sin great enough 
to alienate her from God was Just a figment of her imagination; that 
God and man are one and cannot be alienated from each other. 
Por example, when Eve goes into the gate she returns symbolically 
to God and is reunited though she had actually never been separated 
from Him. Inextricable union is Moody's thesis, and this is highlighted 
in a statement by his wife: "Moody's purpose was to reflect through 
the consciousness of Eve, the impossibility of separation."^ into 
Eve's personality, Moody breathed universality, hope, and eternal 
endurance. Many of Moody's scholars point this out. Henry, for 
example, says this about Eve: 
Moody seems to regard Eve as the highest epitome of all 
human powers and values. In her is the union of those 
attributes whose unification is a major theme in his singing. 
All parts of life run through her; these, Eve begs God to 
love.3 
And Professor Shorey in substantial agreement with Henry 
states: 
She »ot only the last creature to be civilized 
by man, but the one rebel unsubduable by God.^ 
3-The Death of Eve. Act I, p. 398. 
^Harriet Moody, Moody Papers. December 27, 1932» University of 
Chicago. 
3D. D. Henry, ou. cit.. p. 166. 
^University of Chicago Record. July, 1927; ia the Moody Pauers. 
University of Chicago. 
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From the foregoing discussion of Moody's religious sousings and 
4 
concepts, one can readily see that his are not hasty, irresponsible 
ideas of God, but rather ideas the result 6f careful culling of the 
best fruits of Christian and Fagan thought. At times, G-od is anthro¬ 
pomorphic; sometimes he is a spirit; occasionally, he is Puritanical. 
But always, somehow, He is ineluctably and inextricably bound up with 
man end his affairs. God, therefore, is in His heaven as well as in 
His world. Henry makes this faith of Moody very clear when he writes: 
Moody's religion, in the broadest sense of the word, 
was an energetic faith in the worthwhileness, the wholeness, 
and the final sublimation of life. Baphael's hymn to man, 
. comes as close, perhaps, to being a creed as any expression 
formulated. His trilogy points to a union of things of 
heaven with things of earth, of the physical with the 
spiritual. This faith is the fundamental basis of all his 
work.1 
But Moody was not only interested in those problems of his 
day concerning matters of religion, philosophy, and science; he 
was, through his civic mindedness, interested in offering a solution 
to problems in these areas. 
first, his solution to the problems caused by the advance of 
science is for all to know that evolution is essential to nature's 
inner urge to develop things of a like kind. But this evolution 
must be bilateral, bidimensional— equally on a physical and 
spiritual level, for there is spirit in everything that squirms: 
1B. D. Henry, on. cit.. p. 69 
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Survival of the fittest, adaptation, 
And all their other evolution terns, 
Seen to omit one small consideration, 
To vit, that tumblebugs and angle - 
worms 
Have souls: there's soul in every¬ 
thing that squirms,1 
In reference to the machine which man has created out of his 
science, Moody feels it must not he destroyed hut controlled to bring 
the good times and social justice to all mankind: 
He must give each man his 
portion, each his pride and 
worthy place; 
He must hatter down the arrogant 
and lift the weary face. 
On each vile mouth set purity, - 
on each low forehead grace. 
Second, Moody's solution to the philosophical muddle of his 
day is that man call upon his power of vision and upon his inde¬ 
fatigable courage in striving for .truth and the higher reality: 
God, who gives the bird its 
anguish, maketh nothing manifest 
But upon our lifted foreheads 
pours the boon of endless 
quest.3 
Through "endless quest,* man may find higher reality at any 
moment. Alluding to "The fountain" in this respect, Mrs. Moody 
makes this pertinent statement: 
Will was particularly fond of this poem embodying 
as it did for him the certainty that the fountain of 
youth and life could be found any moment, and in any 
chance place, — 'the readiness being all. 
*"The Menagerie," p. 65. 
2«The Brute," p. 59» 
3"Eoad-Hymn For the Start," p. 14 • 
better from Harriet Moody to Robert Mores Lovett, jT"a.d/jf, 
Moody Panera. University of Chicago. 
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JM Moody, himself, expresses this idea of the imminence of 
Reality in the following lines when the leader of the group seeking 
the fountain of youth says: 
Without search, without striving, 
go we on, 
For I am told at heart that 
we shall fiMJ..* 
Perhaps within picture jars 
They fill and place along 
our path; 
Perhaps in stooping where the 
wild and tame 
fight for the thread of moisture 
in the rocks; 
Perhaps far sunken hy a canyon pool, 
Under the soft rein of cataract 
Which leaps and scatters down the 
wall of Death,1 
One can see Moody's faith in the fundamental goodness and constructive 
rewards of life if man will only work unceasingly, wisely, and honestly. 
Third, Moody's solution for difficulties in religious experiences 
lies in his faith that the physical and spiritual are complementary, 
not antagonistic; that passion is the keynote to a richly spiritual life: 
...Passion is power 
And, kindly tempered, saves, ill 
things declare 
Struggle hath deeper peace than 
sleep can "bring.2 
Here again is the idea that struggle brings joy to the one who 
seeks the full spiritual life. 
further, Moody shows that good and evil are related and that 
body and soul quicken with striving; after which, they merge into one: 
l"The fountain," p. 176. 
2The Masque of Judgment. Jet III, Scene II, p. 359 
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...'Tl* not nine 
To lessen thee how height and 
depth are hound. 
So straitly than when evil dies, 
as soon 
Good languished, nor how the 
flesh and soul 
Quicken with striving, and when 
strife is done 
Decline from what they were.* 
In deed, Moody—as a scholar, citizen, poet, and commentator— 
was himself a quester—always probing, always synthesizing what 
he found, always moving or drilling, never discarding the good and 
truly useful, never made dizzy by the kaleidoscopic panorama of life. 
He strove "to see things steadily and to see them whole," as Matthew 
Arnold would say. To be sure, Gorham B. Munson makes a valuable 
estimate and summary of Moody's worth when he says three aspects of 
Moody are important to note: 
He was, first of all, a doubter. lor him as for us, the 
old gods had been shattered and he was profoundly groping for 
new ones. He had no facile optimism...Secondly, Moody had a 
vivid sense of social sin. It is a thought of Handolph 
Bourne's that our ancestors suffered from personal sin, we 
from social wrongs. There was rebellion in the very base of 
Moody's soul against the degradation of mankind by the 
machine, there was superb anger against the captains of earth, 
reckless, gorged, who battened the hatches on souls;...there was 
wonderment at the social inequalities of the time. Here than 
we have another sensitive spirit recoiling from the wholesale 
sadisms of our present industrial organization. Third, Moody 
worked out a great synthesis for himself, the outlineperhaps 
of a future religion. It was a philosophical union of Pan and 
Christ, a harmony of Pan's lust of living and beauty—madnesses 
with the gentle anarchic brotherhood of man and the romantic 
Jesus. Moody was pagan to a delightful degree, but he could not 
accept gladiatorial shows and slavery. He was Christian in 
many of his outlooks, but the laughing earth and libidinous 
riotous man must be affirmed. His culture was of both Greece 
and Nazareth and most fittingly has Soule called him 'a 
great pilgrim-pagan, '.. ..He was a bachanalian, an artist, 
1Ibid.. Act 7, Scene II, p. 390, 
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a lover; he worshipped Bacchus, Apollo, Bros. And these, 
I suggest, are the gods America needs.* 
The foregoing summary is indeed a fitting climax to all the 
writer of this thesis wishes to show about Mood/ in this chapter. 
In his reaction to the scientific, philosophical, and religious 
difficulties, Moody certainly reveals a healthy skepticism, an 
earnest moral sense of responsibility, and a deepseated passion for 
integration and harmony. Moody—the progressive skeptic, the forth¬ 
right moralist, and the recondite synthesist—is a force, neither 
negligible in his day nor in this. 
■krorham £. Munson, "The Limbo of American Literature," Broom. II 
(June, 1922), in the Moody Papers. University of Chicago. 
SUMMAKÏ AUD CONCLUSION 
The writer in this study has become acutely aware of the complex 
problems and cataclysmic changes which took place in America dur¬ 
ing the life time of William Vaughn Moody. America was at cross¬ 
roads. Her colonial and provincial past, her limited boundaries and 
isolationism, her death struggle with slavery, her uncertain child¬ 
hood and awkward adolescence—all this was behind her. Like an 
adult, she now faced a new, modern, complex life—a life of choices, 
problems, adjustments, and tremendous responsibilities. New social, 
political, economic, scientific, religious, and philosophical 
pressures crowded in on her. Would she in this time of hesitation— 
this time of national crisis—make wise decisions* be a constructive 
neighbor in a community of nations, and hold tenaciously to these 
ideals for which and on which she was founded? Evidence shows that 
she was under great temptation to be and do otherwise. She there¬ 
fore needed a battery of perspicacious, balanced, courageous, emanci¬ 
pated, candid counselors to guide her through those perilous times, 
One such counselor was Moody, as this thesis attempts to show. 
In Chapter I are sketched the manifold, complex problems 
America faced after the Civil War and Beconstruction, together with 
the changing character of American life—due largely to the Westward 
expansion, the advance in science and invention, the struggle between 
labor and capital, and the extent to which Big Business with its 
greed, corruption, and selfishness dominated and influenced govern¬ 
ment, finally leading it toward an imperialistic destiny. The over¬ 
all purpose of this chapter is to orientate the reader to a fuller 
understanding and appreciation of the civic aspects of Moody's works 
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and thoughts. ïor the Time-Spirit was against the man.^ let he 
was its best friend, even in his struggle with it. 
Thus Chapter II reveals Moody linked to his milieu. In this 
chapter, he is shown both as an outspoken opponent to the imperialis¬ 
tic and rank materialistic tendencies of his country and as one who, 
though obviously upset and stunned, does not lose faith in his country's 
ideals or in man's fundamental sense of right* 
Not only does the poet try to guide America away from the pit- 
falls of imperialism and stark materialism; he attempts also to give 
his country a broad philosophy of life to enable her to meet wisely 
and calmly any disturbing changes that science, invention, religion, 
politics, education, economics might bring about. To show this, 
Chapter III contains a discussion of the poet's reaction to the 
advancement and problems of science, philosophy, and religion as these 
relate to man's welfare. Here Moody shows his belief in universal 
interdependence and monism—a belief in unity in variety, in harmony 
between God and man, in the complementary nature of the physical 
and spiritual. As he puts it, "there is spirit in everything that 
squirms." 
•^With respect to the unfriendliness of the Time-Spirit to 
Moody, Karle Baker has this to say: 
He never wavered from what he called 'service before 
the high altars'; but he never found it necessary, even 
in defense against an unfriendly Time-Spirit, to set up a 
public and official cult of self-worship. Earle Wilson 
Baker, " A Poet of the Lean Years," Forum. LX7III 
( July-December, 1922), 847. 
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In a time of hesitation—-in a time of critical decision— 
the country was in need of a balanced perspective. And Moody, with 
his broad scholarship and humanism—offered this in noble but simple 
straightforward language. He was no muckraker in the criticism of 
his country's ills. Instead he was her stern but warmhearted counselor 
and friend, conscientiously diredting her toward high ideals in social 
relationships, in just government, and in constructive neighborliness 
in world community. Moody's attitude, then, was a searching, course 
geous, critical, positive outlook on life and its problems. It was this 
attitude that enabled him*to see life steadily and see it whole." 
It was this attitude that endeared him to eminent scholars and great 
souls of his day. It was this attitude that has led many literary 
historians to compare him with Milton, Browning, and Isaish. It was 
this attitude and the high art of his work that will make him a force 
always to be felt in America;^" for in her period of crisis and hesitation, 
he fortified her with a courageous spirit and a fresh restatement of 
Christian and democratic principles sufficient to see her through 
any future recurrences of crisis and hesitation. Indeed the Time- 
Spirit was unfriendly to Moody., But he was its best friend and coun¬ 
selor, as developments since have shown. 
^Many eminent critics of Moody feel that his future is immense. 
Earle Baker, for example, says: 
...It is largely a matter of accident that Moody's high place 
in our poetry is not more generally recognized. Time, to be 
sure, corrects the effects of accident upon literary reputations; 
and Moody's work, well done, lies 
Ibid... p. 846 
'Awaiting Time, the last to own 
The genius from his cloudy throne-' 
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